Lesson 1- Love in Truth 2 Jolm 1123 05-2.2-22
~2 John~

Lesson 1- Love in Truth

Today we find ourselves now in the 2nd epistle of John. Last week we wrapped up our study of 1 John and all its
wonderful Truths, and today we have the privilege of studying his second epistle. One thing we saw in John’s first
epistle was John’s love for the Truth. And this becomes evident in his 2nd epistle as well. In this letter John tells us
the importance to stand in Truth and beware of false doctrine, 2 John 1-13.

This epistle is only one chapter, consisting of 13 verses and 249 Greek words. This is the second shortest book in the
NT. The first shortest is 34 John, that we will be looking at next week. These two epistles of John are personal letters
written to individuals or groups of Christians within the churches of Asia. And they were probably written shortly
after his release from the isle of Patmos in 96AD because as we read in both letters, he had an expectancy to come
talk face to face to those whom he was writing to, 2 John 12; 3 John 14.

In the opening of this letter, John refers to himself as The Presbyter or the Elder, ha presbuteros, O mpeafiTepoc...
I'The Elder, to the elect lady and her children... ‘ 10 mpeafitepoc &xhextii xvpla...

In John’s gospel and these three epistles, he never refers to himself by name. In his gospel he commonly refers to
himself as “the one whom Jesus loved,” Jn 13:23; 21:7, 20. And in these two letters of 2nd and 3td John, he refers to
himself as ha presbuteros, O mpeafitepoc. Not just “an elder”, but “The Elder” with the article in front. Denoting one
of a kind. John is the only remaining Apostle still alive at this time. The other 11 and Paul had all been martyred
before him. He is writing this letter at a very old age, probably around 86 years old at this point and according to
Eusebius, the Apostles were scattered throughout the world and John was given the churches of Asia and lived and
died in Ephesus, Eusebius Ecclesiastical History 3.1. The people of Asia would have known him by ‘O mpeafirepog.

To whom John is writing to is in debate among scholars because he doesn’t specifically address the recipient by name
as he does in his 3 epistle. We know it’s a woman because he says, “to the elect lady,” é%Xsmﬁ wupla. This word ,
EKAEKTOG, is used in reference to the elect or chosen of God. This is the title of a Christian, 1 Peter 2:9; Col 3:12; 2
Tim 2:10; Titus 1:1; Rev 17:14. The word, xvple, is only found here in John’s epistle in the NT. It is the feminine form
of the word Lord, k0ptog. So it literally means a woman in high authority.

Many commentators say because this word means an elect woman in high authority, John could be referring to the
Church, as in, the Bride of Christ. Because the Bride is the elect lady chosen by God. But I don’t see it that way for a
few reasons. 1) If John was referring to the Church, he would have just said, church, ékkAnoia. There is no reason
in this simple letter why John would choose to use an allegory like this. 2) If this were the Bride, then who is the sister
in verse 13?7 “The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.” How can “The Church” have a sister? And 3) we, as the
Bride, are supposed to be virgins, so if we have children, that’s a problem.

Therefore, when John says “elect lady”, he is probably referring to a specific Christian woman whose common
practice was to welcome traveling missionaries (hospitality), and she probably had a house church in Asia. Her
children that are mentioned could be her own biological children, but could also be those who make up the
congregation of the house church. She wouldn’t be the pastor or an elder, but she probably played a big part in
organizing and keeping the church together. Paul gives us a few examples of faithful woman being involved with
house churches: Phoebe and Priscilla mentioned in Romans 16:1-4 and Chloe’s household in 1 Cor 1:11.

This “elect lady” is just one example of the many faithful Christians who in walk in Truth and are not known by
anyone except God. I believe heaven will be filled with these types of spiritual giants who were faithful to God, but
yet the world knew nothing about them.

The things we do know about the elect lady and her children is that these are believers who know the Truth. And this

is the main topic of the letter: to love in Truth and to guard ourselves from error. When John refers to the Truth, you

have to remember in his mind, Truth is a person. Truth is our Savior Jesus Christ. All through John’s writings he

continually reminds us of this, John is motivated by the Truth. It is what drives him. He lives in the truth and abides

in Truth. Truth is what gives Eternal Life. It is the Truth that sets us free, John 14:6; 8:31-32; 17:17;14:16-17; 15:26-
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27, 16:12~14; 1 John 2:20-21, 27; 4:4-6; 5:6-8. This is how John ended his first epistle, 1 John 5:20~ “And we know
that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is True; and we are in Him

who is True, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the True God and eternal life.”

Now contrast this with the enemy, those who are antichrist, those who want to destroy the Truth and blaspheme the
name of Truth, 2 Peter 2:1-2. These are the deceivers that John is warning us of. Paul describes these deceivers as
people who are destitute of the Truth, 1 Tim 6:5; they have strayed concerning the Truth, 2 Tim 2:18; never able to
come to the knowledge of the Truth, 2 Tim 3:7; they resist the Truth, 2 Tim 3:8; they turn their ears away from the
Truth, 2 Tim 4:4; they suppress the Truth, Rom 1:18; they exchange the Truth of God for the lie, Rom 1:25; they do
not receive the love of the Truth, 2 Thess 2:10; and they do not believe the Truth, 2 Thess 2:12. The world rejects
Truth because they reject the One who is Truth, Jesus Christ.

We who are “of the Truth,” 1 John 3:19, we obey the Truth, 1 Pet 1:22; we love in Truth, 2 Jn 1; we walk in Truth,
2 Jn 4; we rejoice in the Truth, 1 Cor 13:6; we speak the Truth, 2 Cor 12:6; Eph 4:25; we know Him who is the
Truth, 1 Jn 5:20.

With that in mind, lets look at the first 4 verses...

I The Elder, To the elect lady and her children,
whom I love in Truth, and not only I, but also all
those who have known the Truth,

2 pecause of the Truth which abides in us and
will be with us forever:

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from
God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Father, in Truth and love.

4 rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your
children walking in Truth, as we received a
commandment from the Father.

1O mpeafPitepog bchext]) xvpla, ol Tolg Téxvorg
adiig, olg &yd dyamd &v dhndela, xol olx &ye pdvog
M xal mdvTeg ol Eyvaxdtes Tiv dhjdela,
b / b) o~ 2

2 S T &Mjdelay Ty pévouoaw v MU, xal ped
M@V Eotat €ig TOV ai@dva:
3 Y 9 .~ / b y 2 \ ~

Eotou ped’ Opdv ydpis, Eheog, elpvy mapd Ocod
maTpog, xal mapd Kuplov Tyeod Xptatod tod viod tod
matpds, &v el xal dydmy).
4 "Exdony Moav 8t epyea &x @y thovwv oov

~ hJ b /7 \ pJ 4 b 7

mepumarobvrag &v dAndela, xadvg Evroky EAdBopev
Topd T00 TATPOS.

John begins his letter with the foundation of Truth rooted in Love. 5 times in 4 verses he repeats the Truth and that
thought carries through the rest of the letter. So, this is a letter of Truth rooted in Love.

John says in verse 1, To the elect lady and her children... As we said earlier, John is speaking to a woman in high
authority who is taking care of a congregation of her house church in Asia. And John says, whom I love in Truth...
you can’t separate the love of the Brethren from Truth. We love each other, because we love God, and we see God in
each other. As Christians, we have known the Truth, we ginosko, ywwokw, the Truth intimately through
experience...

Verse 2... because of the Truth which abides in us and will be with us forever. We know the Truth because the Spirit
of Truth abides in us now, and the Truth will be with us forever in eternity future because we will be abiding in the
Son and in the Father, 1 John 2:24-25. And this is Eternal Life abiding WITH US, pe3” #juév. This is perfected love
WITH US, 1 John 4:17.

Verse 3... Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Father, in Truth and love.

Grace, mercy, and peace is reconciliation with the Father through the Son. Grace is the gift of His Son; Mercy is the
Propitiating sacrifice that grants us mercy because of His vicarious sacrifice. Remember Jesus is our , iAaotiplov,
our place of mercy; and Peace is our reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ. That we have peace with God
forever because of the blood of Jesus. Again, notice the future tense. Grace, Mercy and Peace will be with us. This is
eternal life in the Son and it is established in Truth and Love. John ends this statement of assurance telling us where
this is coming from. ...from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in Truth and love.
This is specifically refuting the Gnostics again by stating who Jesus is. John says, Jesus is the Lord and the Christ and
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the Son of the Father, and we have eternal assurance in Truth and Love. Eternal Life was manifested to us in Truth
and Love and we live Christian life in Truth and Love.

Verse 4... [ rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in Truth, as we received a commandment
from the Father.

John equates walking in Truth as fulfilling the commandment of God. Remember what John says the commandment
isin 1 John 3:23- And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, as He gave us commandment. Therefore, John says that walking in Truth, receiving the commandment of
Everlasting Life, believing in Jesus Christ, and loving one another all are one in fulfilling the commandment. This is
the result of our Fellowship with God.

John confirms this in verses 5 and 6...

5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I
wrote a new commandment to you, but that
which we have had from the beginning: that we
love one another.

6 This is love, that we walk according to His

5ol viv spcorco o€, %vptoc on WG svro)w;v ypad)cov ool
oy, @A v elyopev am’ &pyii, e dyam@pey
& Ahovg.

6 yal alTn €0TWv 1) Gydmy), Vo TEPITATAUEY KATA TAG
&vTohdg adToD. ity €otily ¥ dvro), xaddg yxodoate

commandments. This is the commandment, that | dr’ dpyiic, e &v odi) mepimartiite.
as you have heard from the beginning, you should

walk in it.

Notice how John ties all this together with verse 4... that which we have heard from the beginning is walking in
Truth, walking in Love, loving one another and believing in Jesus Christ. This is nothing new or progressive. This is
what we have heard from the beginning. This is our manner of life. It is how we behave and go about life... We live
by Truth, Love, and Faith in Jesus Christ.

John transitions into verse 7 with a contrast to those who oppose the Truth. John goes from verses 1-6, telling us to
love the Brethren and walk in Truth. And now into verses 7-11, to rejecting false teachers and not letting these people
in your house. And the world looks at this and says this isn’t walking in Love. Because they think that Love is tolerance.
They have a false idea of love and they think we should be accepting of everybody’s beliefs and lifestyles, but John is
clearly rejecting that because the most loving thing we can do toward the Brethren is keep them from deception. True
love is walking in Truth and rejecting the lies of the enemy and protecting our Brethren from those who are trying
to deceive us. And the most loving thing we can do is reject false teachers from infiltrating into the body of Christ. If
you love the Brethren, you're going to protect them from deception.

This is what John is warning starting in verse 7. He warns the elect lady of false teachers infiltrating into her home.
Let’s read verse 7...

" For many deceivers have gone out into the | 8 811 molhol mAdvor elafjAdov elg tov %bapov, of
world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming | opoloyoivtes Tnootv Xpiotov Epyduevoy &v oapxdl.
in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. | 00téc éotwy 6 mAdvoc xal 6 dvtiyplaToc.

If someone is not confessing Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, then they are not walking in the Truth. This is
antichrist because they are anti-truth, 1 John 2:18-22. John is still focused on the Truth, and he is making sure the
children of God are not deceived and devoured by the heretical teachings of the Gnostics. John says these deceivers
“do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh”. This is very similar to 1 John 4:3, and it is worth noting that the
word “has come” in 4:3, is eleluthota, é)w;)w%roc, perfect tense, meaning Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, in the
past, with lasting results. But here in 2 John this same word is written in the present tense, erchomenon, pyopevov.
Which tells us that not only did Jesus come in the flesh, but He continues to be flesh presently, fully God and fully
Man even today in heaven. This is a direct refutation to the Gnostic heresies as we have discussed in depth in other
lessons.
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In verse 8, John gives us an imperative warning not to be deceived by these who deny Jesus Christ...

8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those | 8 BAénere covtole, o i) dmodéowpey & elpyacdpeda,
things we worked for, but that we may receive a | dla piodov Aoy dmoddfwpey.
full reward.

John says emphatically, “watch yourselves!” The NKJV translation... “Look to yourselves” doesn’t really have the
thrust of what John is warning of. This is an intense warning to watch yourselves, so that we do not utterly destroy
that which we have worked for. “Lose” is a bad translation. This gives the impression we can accidentally lose our
rewards and even our salvation, but the word is apollumi, o’crré)&ww, means “to utterly destroy.” We can’t lose our
rewards, and we can’t lose our salvation, but we can utterly destroy these things by choosing to deny the Truth. This
is the sin leading to death that we spoke of last week in 1 John 5:16. This can happen when someone denies Jesus as
the Christ and tramples the blood of Jesus underfoot, Heb 10:29; 6:4-6.

Someone might say that John is not speaking of salvation because we don’t earn or work for our salvation, Eph 2:8~
9. And that is true, and in the same way, we don’t even earn our rewards. It’s not by selfish works that we earn
anything. It’s not by Legalism or the works of the flesh. This is the work of the heart rooted in Christ. It is faith in
Jesus and our faithfulness to Him. It is according to our faithfulness that we are rewarded.

So John says, “watch yourselves so that you do not utterly destroy that which you have worked for.” This word
“worked for” is ergazomai, épyo’c(o uot, and Jesus uses this same word in John 6. Because there is an element of working
in the sense of laboring after Him and always seeking Him, John 6:27-29. We are not working to earn our salvation,
but rather laboring to enter into His rest and striving against sin, Heb 12:1-4; 4:11; this is being diligent to make our
election sure, 2 Pet 1:10; being steadfast to not be led away with error, 2 Pet 3:17. And God promises we will be
rewarded for our faithfulness; 1 Cor 9:24-27; 3:12-15. But someone can utterly destroy their rewards by making
wrong choices in this life, even leading to apostacy.

In verse 9, John tells us how a person can utterly destroy themselves and their rewards...

9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the | ® méc 6 mopafalve xal ) pévey &v i Sioydj tod
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who | Xpiotod, Oeov obx &t 6 pévwv &v i) Sidayi] tob
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the | Xpiotod, 0070 xal tov Tmatépe xol Tov vidv Eyel.
Father and the Son.

He says, “Whoever fransgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ...” this is the one who has utterly
destroyed themselves.

“transgress” is the word, parabaino, mepafalve~- meaning to step aside or deviate. The translation “transgress” gives
the idea of sin in general, “transgressions,” but this is much worse than this because if not taken care of, this is the
sin leading to death. This is the one destroying himself because he is deviating from and is not abiding in the doctrine
of Christ. This one “does not have God.” If you don’t have God, you don’t have Life, 1 John 5:12. But then notice the
contrast... the one who abides in the doctrine of Christ, we have both the Father and the Son. The True doctrine of
Christ is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who has come in the flesh as God incarnate to die for our sins. If you
confess this, you have both the Father and the Son, 1 John 2:23.

We just saw the severity of not abiding in the doctrine of Christ, and now in verse 10, John gives us a warning to not
entertaining these false teachers...

10 1f anyone comes to you and does not bring this | 10 €l Ti¢ Zpyetar mpog Vuds, xal ety Ty Sieriy o
doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor | dépet, ui Aapfdvete adtov el olxlav, xol yolpew
greet him. adTé i) Aéyete-
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This is how we watch and guard ourselves from error. Notice how Paul tells us we should be watching ourselves and
handling these deceivers, 1 Timothy 6:3—5. We are to be hospitable to the brethren, but only the Brethren. If someone
rejects the Truth, they are not of God and John says, do not let them in your house or even greet them.

Verse 11 explains why we refuse them...

I for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. | 11 ¢ yap Aéywy adtd yalpew, xowwvel Toic Zpyolg
adTol Tolg TOVNPOTS.

The one who greets this rejector of Truth joins himself, koinoneo, xowwvéw, makes fellowship with this deceiver and
this person is at risk of utterly destroying their soul, 2 Tim 2:14-17.

John ends his letter with a farewell greeting...

12 Having many things to write to you, I did not | 12 Tlol& #wv Ouiv ypddew, odx ﬁBou)u/)Sv)v o1
wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to Xocprou xal ps)wwog G sXme eNJelv 7rpog vyag,
come to you and speak face to face, that our joy | xol otopa Trpog oTépa AaAfioar, o 1) yapd Hudv 1)
may be full. TEMANPWUEVY,.

Face to face fellowship brings the fullness of joy. We as the body of Christ are meant to have Fellowship with one
another. This is when we are the strongest, when we have the brethren with us, edifying us and strengthening us in
Truth.

I3 The children of your elect sister greet you. | 13 domd(etal oe & téova Tic 48eAdilc gou Tij
Amen. Shextii. dufv.

John is sending a greeting, not only from himself, but also from “the children of your elect sister”. The elect lady,
whom he is writing to, seems to have had a Christian sister. It’s possible that this elect sister has died, because the
greeting isn’t from the sister, but from the children. And the children don’t necessarily need to be biological children,
but they are probably Brethren from a house church in Ephesus that are with John.

These small letters of John are so great because they show the closeness and the Fellowship, the family that we as
Christians have with each other. This is True Christian Fellowship. Its family in Christ. And in all three of John’s
epistles, you can see the deep admonition John has for his whole flock, his little children as he calls them. And he
wants them, and us 2,000 years later, to know and be assured in the Truth and to guard ourselves from error.



