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~ACTS~ 
Lesson 19- Joy in Suffering Shame for His Name 

The book of Acts inspires us to stand for Truth. It encourages us to endure and persevere even through 

the hardest of tribulation and persecution from the enemy. We have seen how the Apostles are dealing 

with persecution. And in Acts chapter 5 we are going to see another wave of persecution come against 

the Truth. But as we have been learning, God’s plan will not be stopped. There is no level of persecution 

that can come against the Church to stop God’s plan of redemption. 

So what is our response to persecution? Because we know that “all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution.” 2 Tim 3:12. So how do we respond to this persecution, not if it comes, but when 

it comes... We stand for Truth. We trust Jesus and put our faith in Him unto everlasting life. We “fight the 
good fight of faith, and lay hold of eternal Life.” 1 Timothy 6:12. This is the life of a Christian; we are called 

to be to be ambassadors for Jesus Christ; to be His witnesses on the earth in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation, Philippians 2:14-16. We hold fast the Word of Life so that we may rejoice. So even 

though life can be hard, when you have a Kingdom mindset, when you have an eternal life mindset, when 

you are truly fighting the good fight of faith, trusting in Jesus for everything, and laying hold of eternal 

life, there is a supernatural joy that rises up within us as we commit our life to serving Him, James 1:2-

3; 12; Hebrews 10:32-36. We press in, looking to the reward of everlasting life with Jesus. This is what 

the Apostles are doing, and we see persecution ramp up again as the Apostles continue to proclaim the 

Truth. This next section continues through the rest of chapter 5, and it is mostly a narrative of this next 

wave of persecution. So I think the best way for us to understand this chapter is to look at the remaining 

verses as a whole. Let’s begin looking at verse 12...  

12) And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And 

they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. This is an answer to their prayer in chapter 4. If you 

remember, in Acts 4:29-30, after Peter and John came back from being arrested, the Apostles came 

together in one accord and prayed that they might have boldness through the persecution. That they be 

given boldness to speak the Word of God and that more signs and wonders would be done in the Name 

of Jesus. And this prayer is answered abundantly in this text. It went from one lame man being healed in 

chapter 3, to multitudes gathering and they were all healed in Acts 5:16. 

Notice, it is the Hand of Jesus working through the hands of the Apostles to perform many signs and 

wonders. And the Fellowship is still continuing because Luke says they were all with one accord, 

ὁμοθυμαδόν, all with a strong passion of like-mindedness, Acts 1:14; 2:1, 46; 4:24. And notice where they 

are gathering... in Solomon’s Porch. This is the same place Peter and John were just arrested a few days 

earlier in chapter 4. This is a boldness to speak the Word and many people were being saved and healed 

there in Solomon’s Porch. But there were other people who could see the hand of God working, but they 

were afraid to take the next step to unite themselves with these believers through Jesus.  

13) Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. This was a form of 

purifying the Church. Remember in verse 11, after God struck Ananias and Sapphira dead, Luke says 

great fear came upon all the Church and upon all who heard these things. So this was a way of purifying the 

Church. It chased away the wolves trying to devour the Church from within and it stopped the false 

converts and the lukewarm Christians from joining the Church. This word join is the word, κολλάω, it 

means to glue or weld together. Only the true believers who wanted to become one with Jesus Christ were 

joining the Church because it says in verse 14...  

14) And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women... This word 

“and” is really the phrase μᾶλλον δὲ, which makes a comparison between those fearful of joining and the 

true believers. So, we could translate this... “But furthermore, in comparison to a greater degree, believers 
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set themselves toward the Lord.” This is the glue that joined them, their unwavering faith in Jesus Christ. 

And then look at the results of those who were joining themselves to Jesus Christ... 

15) so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the 

shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Those who were being healed, were the believers 

who had joined with Jesus Christ. Verse 15 starts with “so that.” This is the word ὥστε, which means “as 

a result or consequently.” Luke is referring back to the believers of verse 14... As a result of the believer’s 

faith, they brought the sick... so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them. This doesn’t mean 

that Peter’s shadow had the power to heal. But rather its acting as a connecting point to the 

overshadowing presence of God. Luke says, ἡ σκιὰ ἐπισκιάσῃ. This means, “the shadow might 

overshadow.” Many times in the Bible this word σκιὰ, refers to being in the shadow or presence of the 

Almighty God, Is 51:16; Psalm 91:4; Mark 9:7; Ex 40:29. So yes, it’s Peter’s shadow, but it is symbolizing 

the presence of the anointing, as being under the shadow of the Almighty God as He is working through 

Peter to heal. And Luke says in verse 16, they were all healed.  

16) Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those 

who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 

So there are hundreds, if not thousands of people coming to the Apostles from surrounding cities and 

they are all hearing the Name of Jesus and everyone is getting healed. This again is causing a stir in the 

city. Remember verse 12 says they started in Solomon’s Porch, but because there were so many people, 

they spilled out into the streets. And the streets were lined with beds of sick people getting healed. And 

the religious rulers are watching this and they can’t take it anymore and they step in to try and stop it.  

17) Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), 

and they were filled with indignation, This is the same group of religious rulers from 4:1, the high priest, 

probably Caiaphas, the Sadducees, and later we find that the captain of the temple guard is there as well, 

Acts 5:24. And they were filled with indignation. In 4:1 they were greatly disturbed, now they are filled 

with indignation, ζῆλος, jealousy. Think about the comparisons...Peter and the Apostles were filled with 

the Holy Spirit, Ananias and Sapphira were filled with deceit, and these religious rulers are filled with 

jealous indignation and envy, Matt 27:18; John 11:46-48; Acts 17:5. They were jealous of the fame of 

Jesus spreading throughout the city and this jealousy turned into a fear and hatred of Jesus so they arrest 

the Apostles again.  

18) and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. This time it’s not just Peter 

and John, they arrest all 12 Apostles. And they arrest them violently. This phrase, “laid their hands on” is 

the same word as in 4:3, ἐπιβάλλω. They threw their hands on them as violent waves beat against a boat, 

Mark 4:37. But the Apostles don’t stay in prison very long... 

19-20) 19 But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 

“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” This goes back to their prayer 

for boldness and signs and wonders, Acts 4:29. The angel doesn’t set them free to go run and hide, but so 

they can go proclaim the Gospel in the temple with boldness. The angel says, “speak to the people all the 

words of this Life.” He’s not speaking about this physical life in this world, but “this Zoe Life” that we 

have in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life, John 11:25. Go and speak these Words of  

Eternal Life in Jesus Christ, 1 John 1:1-2. The Apostles act in perfect obedience to the angel’s words... 

21) And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught. But the high 

priest and those with him came and called the council together, with all the elders of the children of 

Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. The religious rulers don’t know anything has 

happened yet. They start their day like they’re the ones in control. They assemble the Sanhedrin Council 

and they tell the captain of the temple guard to bring the Apostles to them and they think they are going 

to stick it to them, but they’re in for a big surprise.  
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22-23) 22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 23 

saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors; but 

when we opened them, we found no one inside!” The prison guards were guarding an empty prison cell 

and they didn’t even know it. So somehow the angel brought them out of the prison without anyone 

knowing about it. Remember in Psalm 2 we talked about how God laughs in the heavens at the devil’s 

puny schemes, and He mocks them in derision. That’s what God is doing here. This isn’t some big jail 

break so the Apostles can escape. God’s doing this to put the Sanhedrin in their place. He tells the Apostles 

to go back to the temple and preach. He knows they are going to be arrested again. He’s not concerned 

about that. God is using this as an opportunity to show the religious rulers who is really in control. 

Because for the rest of the day, the Sanhedrin is on it’s heels.  

24) Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they 

wondered what the outcome would be. They are completely baffled. This word “wondered” is διαπορέω, 

to be at an utter loss, thoroughly perplexed. They cannot figure out how this happened and then news 

comes to them that they’re in the temple preaching again... 

25) So one came and told them, saying, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the 

temple and teaching the people!” Can you imagine the look on their faces when they hear they went back 

to the temple? So the religious rulers tell the captain of the temple to go get them and bring them here. 

But they are quickly realizing that they’re not the one’s in control, and that’s the whole point why God 

did this 

26) Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the 

people, lest they should be stoned. Notice the temple guard doesn’t ἐπιβάλλω, throw or beat their hands 

upon them as they had done the day before. This time they bring them in without violence because they 

are afraid of the people stoning them. There were hundreds, maybe even thousands of people who were 

being saved and healed and the Apostles had the favor of the people. But notice when the guards come to 

arrest them again, the Apostles don’t put up a fight, they’re putting their entire trust in God.  

27-28) 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked 

them, 28 saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled 

Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” The Apostles are standing in 

front of the Sanhedrin Council. This is the same council of 71 that Peter and John stood before the first 

time they were arrested, but this time its all 12 Apostles. And they are standing in the same boldness being 

filled with the Spirit. So Caiaphas reminds them of the decree, “Did we not strictly command you not to 

teach in this name?” Caiaphas is so hard hearted against Jesus that he can’t even speak the Name of Jesus. 

So he says we told you not to teach in this Name and now you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine 

(teaching)... Wouldn’t this be a good thing said about us? You have filled Westminster with the teaching 

of Jesus Christ. And then Caiaphas makes this conclusion... you intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 

Notice again he can’t bring himself to say the Name of Jesus, but why does Caiaphas bring up the blood 

of Jesus? Peter hasn’t mentioned this, he hasn’t even said a word, and yet the blood of Jesus is at the 

forefront of this high priest’s mind. I think the guilt of killing Jesus is piercing his conscience, Matt 27:24-

25. They’re getting exactly what they asked for. The guilt of His blood is on them. But instead of repenting, 

he continues searing his conscience. They know it is Jesus at work in all this. They couldn’t deny the 

miracle of the lame man, and now there have been hundreds of healings in the Name, multitudes are 

flocking in from around the city, they can’t explain how the Apostles were set free, and they can’t explain 

their boldness- except it is Jesus. All this is hitting the people of the Sanhedrin council but they still wont 

repent. And the Apostles continue to stand bold in front of the Sanhedrin even among all their threats. 

29) But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. Peter, 

along with the rest of the Apostles give them the same response as before. It is necessary, δεῖ, we must 
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obey God rather than men. We cannot NOT speak the Name of Jesus. Peter and all the Apostles agree 

together to speak the Truth. We spoke about this a few weeks ago. Yes, Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Pet 2:13-

14 tells us that we are to obey the government, but when these ruling authorities pass laws that are in 

direct violation to God’s Righteousness, then we have no other choice but to obey God rather than man. 

And that is the case here. Man is commanding that no one speak in the Name of Jesus, but Jesus Himself 

commanded us to go out into all the world and proclaim the Gospel in His Name. So when there is a 

conflict, we must choose to obey God and not man. But Peter doesn’t stop there. He continues to boldly 

preach the Gospel. He says in verse 30... 

30-32) 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God 

has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 

who obey Him.  This is an amazing example of loving your enemies even among this violent persecution. 

Peter is preaching the Gospel and offering them Mercy. This is the most loving thing we can do to our 

enemies, preach the Truth. This is our responsibility; we preach the Gospel to everyone, and we let Jesus 

deal with the vengeance. Peter says, you killed Him, but God raised Him up and he has sent us to testify 

of this resurrection. And because Jesus has risen from the dead and is at the right hand of the Father, He 

is offering repentance and forgiveness of sins to all who believe in Him. 

Peter then tells them why they can’t stop speaking the Name of Jesus. He says, everything that is happening 

is because Jesus is alive, and we are His witnesses. We witnessed this personally and He has given us the 

command to continue to bear witness that He is alive. So now we’re working for the King, the Prince and 

Savior of the universe. And not only has he sent us, but He has sent the Holy Spirit to be a witness of these 

things as well through us because God has given the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him. So, we’re working 

for the King, and we must obey God rather than man. 

That’s a boldness to preach the Truth and look at their response in verse 33...   

33) When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them. This word furious is διαπρίω, it 

literally means to saw in two. They were cut to the heart. The Word of God was dividing them asunder, 

Heb 4:12. There are two responses to the Gospel, humble or harden. Remember the Jews on the Day of 

Pentecost who were cut to the heart? They repented and were saved, but here is the other response to the 

Gospel. The Sanhedrin were also cut to the heart, but they rejected the Word and became furious and 

plotted to kill them. But there may have been one man within the Sanhedrin who had a change of heart. 

There is no record of his repentance, but he certainly is second guessing his actions... 

34) Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by 

all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. This is Gamaliel, a 

member of the Sanhedrin Council, the mentor to Saul before he became the Apostle Paul, Acts 22:3. And 

Gamaliel, being a respected teacher of the Law tells the Sanhedrin that they need to rethink what they are 

doing. This next statement in verses 35-39 is Gamaliel’s response. This isn’t repentance, but it definitely 

shows he is thinking about things. Look at the wise advice he tells the Council... 

35-39) 35 And he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding 

these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four 

hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. 37 After 

this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He 

also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed. 38 And now I say to you, keep away from these 

men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of 

God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against God.” After seeing all the miracles 

of healings and all the signs and wonders, and the boldness from the Apostles, Gamaliel finally realizes 

that maybe this is truly God at work. Two times he advises the Council to stop their attacks against these 
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men and I think his wording is interesting. He doesn’t include himself with the council. He doesn’t say 

“we,” he says “you.” In verse 35 he says, “take heed to yourselves what you intend to do...” And then in 

verse 38 and 39 he says it again, “I say to you, keep away from these men... lest you be found to fight 

against God.” It seems that he made the decision for himself to separate from the ways of the council. 

Whether this means he went all the way and joined with Jesus, is hard to say, but this was a bold move 

to stand against the council. But as a respected member of the council, they heeded his advice...  

40) And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they 

commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus and let them go. You can just see God’s hand 

working in all this. So they beat the Apostles and give them one final threat, but the beatings and the 

threats only fuel the passion of the Apostles even more... 

41-42) 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching 

and preaching Jesus as the Christ. The Apostles do not stop proclaiming Jesus and we cannot stop either. 

No matter what council or what Law or what supreme court tells us to stop, we must obey God rather 

than man and continue to bear witness that He is risen, that Jesus is alive and He has given us everlasting 

life. When you truly believe this and you are not ashamed of the Gospel, then the joy of the Lord begins 

to overflow. That what was happening to the Apostles. They began rejoicing and praising God that they 

were counted worthy, that they were given the privilege to suffer shame for His Name, 1 Thess 3:3-4.  

And in this we can rejoice, Matthew 5:11-12. This is keeping your eyes fixed on Jesus, pressing toward 

the goal of the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, Phil 3:14; running in such a way that we 

might obtain the imperishable crown in Christ, 1 Cor 9:25. And there is a great reward of glory awaiting 

those who do this; a reward for those who are willing to suffer shame for His Name. A reward that does 

not even compare to anything this word can offer, Romans 8:16-18. 

 


