Lesson 26- The Evideuce of Sin 1 Jolm 2:4-10 02-20-22
~1 John~

Lesson 26~ The Evidence of Sin

We are continuing our study of 1 John and today we are looking at a section that spans verses 3:4-10. And in this
section, we see John now circle back around some familiar topics that we have already discussed earlier in the book,
but now as he comes back to them, we can see how these things start to fit together leading us to eternal life with
eternal glory. And that is John’s main focus in this letter: our eternal life and Fellowship with God the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ, rooted in the Word of Life. So let’s read these 7 verses, 1 John 3:4-10.

In this section, and as John has done through this whole letter, John is giving us another test of Truth and this time it
is concerning sin. In fact, he mentions sin 10 times in these 7 verses that we just read. And he gives us these tests to
help us know those who are trying to deceive us, and to know, and be assured that we are children of God. All through
this letter, John has been giving us ways that we can know that we know we are in Fellowship with God, tests that
give us tangible proofs to know that we are in Him and of Him, and at the same time, these tests also shine the Light
on the darkness and expose the deceptions of the enemy.

We have to always remember who John is writing to. He is writing to Christians, to those who believe, 1 John 5:13.
And he wants his little children to know and have the confidence that we are children of God. This letter was never
meant to be a letter of condemnation, but rather a letter of encouragement. A letter of exhortation and conviction to
equip the saints in the battle over deception and the evil of this world. This is a letter of Sanctification, and it is in this
walk of Sanctification that leads us to His eternal glory.

Therefore, John is continuing to show us the path to eternal life and this life is found only in Jesus Christ because He
is our Savior. He is the One who defeated death, conquered sin, and reconciled us to the Father.

The primary reason Jesus came to this earth was to pay the debt of sin and to free us from the bondage of that sin. All
of us need saving from sin because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. And the Father sent His Son
to save us from our sin. He sent Jesus as the Propitiation for the sins of the whole world. To pay the price for sin that
we could never pay ourselves. And He did this because it is the barrier of sin that keeps us from having eternal life
with God and Jesus broke down that barrier and reconciled us to the Father through His blood. And in this section,
John gives us tests of Truth concerning sin.

As 1 have said before, John is writing this letter like a conversation, not a systematic letter of doctrine, therefore he
keeps circling around these same ideas, and when he does, we must overlay what he said previously, because
everything builds on each other. Now in this section, the main topic is sin, and the first time we see John mention sin
was at the beginning of this letter in chapter 1, 1 John 1:7-2:2) 2:12. In these verses, John is making it abundantly
clear that we have all sinned and to say you don’t have sin or that you have never sinned is denying the need of our
Savior.

Now, in this section, John mentions sin again, and he is addressing sin from the standpoint of our sonship in Him,
now that we are children of God. Starting at 2:29 through the remainder of the letter, John focuses on our being
children of God, and because we are born again, there is a different life we must be living as Christians. A life that is
separate from the sinfulness of the world and a life directed toward doing those things that please the Father. A life
that leads away from sin and toward Righteousness.

Christianity is a universal call to His grace and love that He bestowed on us when He sent His Son to be the Propitiation
for our sins, and all who accept His Son, receive this grace and love, but along with the acceptance of this grace and
love comes a call to holiness. A call to repent and make the decision to change the direction away from your old sinful
life and make the decision to serve Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. And this is the mindset John has as we enter
this next section. This is the walk of Christianity.

In these next several verses that we will be studying, John says some things that are very black and white. And that’s
what we love about the Apostle John. He is very straightforward and to the point, but the way it was translated into
English makes it seem like he is expecting perfection. For instance... 1 John 3:6 says, “whoever abides in Him does
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not sin...” or verse 8, “He who sins is of the devil...” As if he is saying, once you become a Christian, you will not ever
sin again and if you do, you are a child of the devil and you are going to hell. We know this can’t be what John is
saying because in 2:1 he says, “...if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and
He Himself is the Propitiation of our sins. So, what is John saying? Is this a contradiction? Of course not, the Holy
Spirit never contradicts Himself, and we see this very clearly in the Greek text.

The key to understanding this set of verses is twofold. It is the usage of the present tense in conjunction with the
Greek word poieo, moléw. We saw this word in 2:29 and it is translated “practice”. And as I said, this word is usually
translated, “to do” or “to make”, but it has a much deeper meaning, especially the way John uses this word in this
epistle and his gospel. The word is a commitment of the heart. It is something you have set your heart to do, and in
conjunction with the present tense, it is describing an action of the heart that is habitual and continual.

In this section 3:4-10, John is describing a habitual and continual action of being committed to sin with no sign of
stopping, compared to what he said in 2:1, if anyone sins, ... (if anyone has an accidental occurrence of sin). The
tense John uses 2:1 for sin, audpt), is the aorist tense with the subjunctive mood, meaning it is only a possibility of a
snapshot or an occurrence of sin, not a habitual and continual action of being committed to sin.

We all have sinned, and we are all still going to occasionally sin here and there even though we are born again
children of God, but the difference is we are not habitually and continually practicing sin.

To gain a better understanding of how John uses this word, lets read John 8:28-44. In this passage, John uses this
word poieo, moléw, to show the difference between Jesus being committed to the will of the Father, compared to the
Pharisees who were committed to sin and unrighteousness.

28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the
Son of Man, then you will know that I AM, and
that1 do (continually practice) nothing of Myself;
but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.

29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has
not left Me alone, for I always do (continually
practice) those things that please Him.”

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in
Him.

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,
“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples
indeed.

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.”

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants, and have never been in bondage to
anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made
free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to
you, whoever commits (is continually practicing)
sin is a slave of sin.

35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever,
buft a son abides forever.

36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall
be free indeed.
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87 “1 know that you are Abraham’s descendants,
but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no
place in you.

38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and
you do (you continually practice) what you have
seen with your father.”

39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is
our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham’s children, you would do (continually
practice) the works of Abraham.

40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has
told you the truth which I heard from God.
Abraham did not do (continually practice) this.

41 You do (continually practice) the deeds of your
father.” Then they said to Him, “We were not
born of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father,
you would love Me, for 1 proceeded forth and
came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but
He sent Me.

43 Why do you not understand My speech?
Because you are not able to listen to My word.

44 You are of yourfather the devil, and the desires
of your father you want to do (continually
practice). He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does noft stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks
from his own resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it.
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Notice that Jesus is calling the Pharisees the children of the Devil because they are committed to doing his will and
they are committed to a habitual pattern of sin and have become slaves of sin.

John uses this same pattern to show the comparison between those who are committed to Righteousness and those
committed to a habitual pattern of sinning. Let’s read 1 John 3:4-10 with a better translation...

4 All who are continually practicing sin, also
continually practice lawlessness, and sin is
lawlessness.

5 And you know that He was manifested to take
away our sins, and in Him there is no sin.

6 All who habitually continue abiding in Him do
not habitually and continually sin. All who
habitually continue sinning have neither seen
Him nor known Him.

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who
is continually practicing righteous-ness is
righteous, just as He is righteous.
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8 He who is (continually practicing) sin is of the
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that He might destroy the works of the devil. vidg 00 Ocod, Wa May Ta Epya Tob StaBhov.

9 All who have been born of God do not
continually practice sin, for His seed remains in
him; and he cannot habitually and continually
sin, because he has been born of God.

10 In this the children of God and the children of
the devil are manifest: All who are not continually
practicing righteous-ness are not of God, nor is
he who does not continue loving his brother.
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I think this paints a clearer picture now of what the original Greek is portraying.

John’s focus is not so much on whether we sin or not, but rather what are you committed to. What are you habitually
and continually practicing? Are you a slave to sin or a slave to Righteousness?

Now that we have an understanding of this passage, I want to run through these 7 verses, and just touch on the high
points, keeping them together as one thought. Much of what John is saying we have already covered in other lessons,
but as John circles around, we can see how these are all fitting together.

3:4)
4 All who are continually practicing sin, also | 4 7mdg 6 Tol@v TV apaptiow, xol T Gvoploy Totel- xal
continually practice lawlessness, and sin is | 1) duaptio €oTiv 1) dvople.
lawlessness.

John makes a point to define what sin is. He says it is lawlessness, dvoule, without Law. Therefore, if you are
continually practicing sin, you are continually violating the Law of God. It is a complete disregard to God’s Holy Law
and His standard of Righteousness.

Sin is the violation of the Law in which all of us have fallen short and broken His Law. This is why we need a Savior.
This is why Jesus came. He came to fulfill the Righteous requirements of the Law, Rom 8:3-4.

And this leads to verse 5...

3:5)
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away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. NGV dpy- xal apoptio &v adT@d odx EoTL.

...He was manifested... meaning He became a man, He took part of flesh and blood so that He might take away our
sins. He did this as the Lamb of God, John 1:29-~ ... “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
Paul says the same thing in Colossians 2:13-14-~" And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, ™ having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Hebrews 9:26-~ ...but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

...and in Him there is no sin. Jesus was without sin and lived a sinless life and He went to the cross as the Lamb of
God without blemish, as the perfect sacrifice to appease the Righteous wrath of God by taking it on Himself. 2
Corinthians 5:21~ For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in

Him.
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3:6)
6 All who habitually continue abiding in Him do | ° ndc 6 & adtg pévev oly apaptdver Tag 0
not habitually and continually sin. All who | dpaptdvwy ody ébpaxev alTdv, o0 Eyvwxey adTév.
habitually confinue sinning have neither seen
Him nor known Him.

If you are habitually and continually abiding in Him, you are not habitually and continually sinning. These are two
directly opposite manners of life and you cannot do both. No one can serve two masters..., Matt 6:24.

If you are habitually and continually sinning, then you have not seen Him, nor will you ever see Him, and you do
not know Him because you do not have Fellowship with Him, 1 John 1:6-7; 2:3-6.

Now you might ask, how do you know if you are committed to sin? How do you know if you are habitually and
continually sinning? I think it is when the conscience has been neglected for so long, and you have neglected the
conviction of the Holy Spirit over and over again that you have seared your conscience and you no longer have any
regard for Truth or Righteousness. There is no regret, no desire to repent, no guilt or remorse, and you are no
longer bothered when you do sin. This is the one who has given himself over to sin.

3:7)
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who | 7 texvio, undelc miavdtw Opdc 6 modv Ty
is continually practicing righteousness is | Sucatogtvny Sixaudg Eot, xadwg éxevog Shatds Eatwy-
righteous, just as He is righteous.

John warns of those trying to deceive us. These are the “if we sayers”, wolves in sheep’s clothing. One of John’s
main points to writing this letter is so we will know those who are trying to deceive us, 2:26. These are the Gnostics
of John’s day and they were saying you could live and practice and have a manner of life in the flesh however you
choose because sin has no bearing on your spiritual existence.

The one born of God will have a different manner of life than the world. There is a manifested proof, a tangible
evidence, a fruit you can see when someone is continually practicing Righteousness. Jesus says, “you will know
them by their fruits,” Matt 7:15-16. Your fruit is the actions that portray what you have committed your life to,
Galatians 5:19-25. When you choose to be an instrument of Righteousness and allow His Righteousness to flow
through you, you are just as Righteous as He is because the Spirit of Christ is living in you, and His Righteousness is
being displayed out through you.

Then in verse 8 he compares this to the one who is practicing sin...

3:8)
8 He who is (continually practicing) sin is of the | ° ¢ mot@v T dpaprlav éx tod Siafélov ott, &t dm’
devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. | dpyfc 6 Sidfoloc duaprdver. elg toito Edavepirdy 6
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, | vio¢ To0 Ocod, o Moy Té Epye oD dieBéhov.
that He might destroy the works of the devil.

Those who are continually practicing Righteousness are born of God and those continually practicing sin are of the
devil. John is very black and white here, but again this does not mean the Christian who occasionally sins is of the
devil, but it is the one who is continually practicing sin that is of the devil. This verse in the NKJV has a terrible
translation. Notice I placed (continually practicing), moiév, in parenthesis. It is because the translators didn’t even
translate this word and it makes this verse very confusing. In verse 7 they translated the same exact word as
“practice” and John uses the same word in verse 8 but yet they disregard the word entirely.

John is making a huge point here to say that the ones who have completely abandoned Righteousness and given
themselves over to sin and are habitually and continually practicing sin, these are of the devil.
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But there is good news... Jesus provided a Way out for those who are trapped in their sins. John continues in verse 8

8...For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Jesus Christ
became flesh and died for us , so that we might be loosed from the bondage of sin. The work of the devil is that he
has ensnared all of humanity in the trap of sin and only our Savior Jesus Christ can save us out from this bondage
of sin, Hebrews 2:14-15. Jesus did the work and paid the price, but we must make the choice to accept Him.

3:9)
9 All who have been born of God do mot | ” mic 6 yeyevwnuévoc éx to Ocol dpaption ob motel,
continually practice sin, for His seed remains in | §tt oméppa avtol év ot péver xal od ddvatal
him; and he cannot habitually and continually | apaptdvew, 6t éx To0 Ocol yeyevwnral.
sin, because he has been born of God.

This word, “cannot” is a strong word. What John is saying is, the Christian who has God’s seed abiding in Him and
is allowing the Word of Life to abide in Him, 2:24, the one who has the anointing continually teaching him Truth,
the one who has the Word of God abiding in him, and is continually practicing Righteousness, the one who is
walking in Sanctification with a purifying hope of eternal life, the one who is continually confessing his sins, and is
continually being forgiven his sins because he has humbled Himself to Jesus Christ. In this state, it is impossible for
this Christian to continue in habitual sin.

But on the other hand, it is possible for a Christian to choose to enslave himself in the darkness again. And I say this
because why else would John warn his little children in 2:15 to not love the world and fall into its temptations? The
very fact that John gives a stern, imperative warning to not love the world, shows that a Christian can indeed
apostasize, fall back into the darkness, become a slave of sin and reject Jesus Christ. This is the warning Paul gives
the Christians in Hebrews 10:28-29 and 6:4~6. We also see it in Colossians 2:8, 18 and Galatians 1:6~-9 and 2
Timothy 1:15; 4:3-4, 9. Peter also gives the same warning in 2 Peter 2:18-22. This warning is throughout the entire
New Testament, to keep watch out for these deceivers and not be swayed back into the darkness. Which leads to the
final verse in this section, 3:10.

3:10)
10 In this the children of God and the children of | * v toitw davepd ot & téva 100 Oeod xal T
the devil are manifest: All who are not continually | téxve 100 S féhov: Tag 6 i motdv Sucatoatvy, ovx
practicing righteousness are not of God, nor is he | Zotwv & 100 Ocol, xal 6 ) dyamiv ov &deAdov
who does not continue loving his brother. avTo.

These tests of Truth expose the darkness, assure the believer, and convict the sinner. This is how we can know the
children of God apart from the children of the devil. Not by what they say, but in their habitual manner of life, in
the fruit that they bear. But these tests are not for just other people, but so that we can evaluate ourselves. John is

asking us, “what are you committed to?” Are you committed to sin or Righteousness?

Are you serving God with your whole being? Have you surrendered your entire life to Him? Have you denied
yourself, are you taking up your cross daily to follow Him? This is the type of commitment Jesus expects from His
followers. And when you know the Love that God has for us and that He gave His life so that we might have eternal
life in Him, how can we not freely give Him our life in return? There is no greater love than to lay your life down
for someone else. That’s what Jesus did for us. That’s what He wants us to do for Him, and that’s what He wants us
to do for each other.

And that is what we will be looking at next week... the love of the brethren.



