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In our last two lessons we have answered three questions to set a foundation for understanding Revelation 
chapter 5...  

1) What is this scroll?  
• The scroll is the title deed to the earth/universe/the Kingdom of God, Jeremiah 32 

2) Why is Jesus the only one worthy to open the scroll and read it? 
• Because Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer, kinsman to Adam and He redeems us and all 

creation from our bondage to sin by His blood, Lev 25; Ruth 
3) What could be written on the inside and outside? 

• Inside- details of the transfer of ownership as Jesus inherits the Kingdom from the Father, 
Psalm 2 

i. Change of stewardship, Isaiah 22; Matthew 21:33-46 
• Outside- The eviction process 

i. the statutes and judgements detailing the curse that is to strike the earth as Jesus 
begins setting up His Kingdom, Malachi 4; Zech 5:1-4 

5:1)  
• “sealed” κατασφραγίζω- to intensely seal. Only used here in the NT. 
• Intensely sealed with 7 seals...  

o completely sealed and only the One worthy is able to open the scroll and loose its seals 
o the One who has the Right of Redemption 

5:2-5)  
• Dramatic scene: The angel can’t find anyone worthy, not in heaven, earth, or under the earth 

o This is so unsettling, it makes John weep, κλαίω- bewail, sob 
o God alludes to this in Isaiah 59:2, 15-16; 50:1-2; 53:1-12 

 There is no one worthy except our Kinsman Redeemer, Son of God and Son of Man, Whom 
God would sent Himself, Genesis 22:8- God will provide Himself a Lamb, a Son 

• Interesting to note that the angel doesn’t even know... 
o Angels don’t seem to know the entire plan of redemption, 1 Peter 1:10-12; Eph 3:8-11 
o In contrast: the Elders know 

 Those who are intimate with our Savior, know His plan of Redemption and they know 
Jesus, Zech 6:14LXX- the crown is given to those who endure, those who are useful, and 
those who know His plan of Peace 

5:5)  
• Jesus is worthy because He is a Man, our Kinsman Redeemer  

o the Seed of David, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, Rom 1:3-4; 5:15; Key of David- Rev 3:7; Luke 1:31-
33; Sure mercies of David, Acts 13:34; Isaiah 55:3; 2 Sam 7:12-14; Ps 89:1-4; Jn 1:14; Rev 22:16; 2 
Tim 2:8; Son of David Messianic term, Matt 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30; 21:9; 22:42 

o This is the One who has prevailed, νικάω- overcome 
 Jesus is worthy because He overcame sin and death on the cross 

5:6)  
• Jesus appears in the midst. 

o He was on the throne, now He appears as the Lamb slain because it is for this reason that He is 
worthy to open the scroll, 5:9 

• His appearance will always remind us of the cross. For all eternity we will be in awe of His victory 
o Seven horns- symbol of complete authority 
o Seven eyes- completely all seeing One who sends out the Holy Spirit, the seven fold Spirit of God 

 



07/20/25                                    Worthy is the Lamb Who was Slain                                  Revelation 5:1-14 
5:7)  

• Jesus takes, λαμβάνω- receives the scroll out of the Father’s hand 
o This is the transfer of ownership of the Kingdom from the Father to the Son 

5:8)  
• 24 Elders have bowls of incense, the prayers of the saints 

o This is a symbol of the multitude of faithful raptured saints that are present in the throne room 
of God and are represented by the 24 Elders 

o This is the Bride of Christ wearing kingly garments and stephanos crowns and seated on thrones 

5:9-10)  
• The song and doxology of the 24 Elders clearly explains who this group is 

o These are no doubt Christians who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  
 Not just Jews, but out from every tribe, tongue and nation 
 This is the image of the Church- Jews and Gentiles as one body 

• Faithful Christians will be given the right to rule and reign with Jesus in His Kingdom 
o We are a Royal Priesthood, kingly priests, 1 Peter 2:9 

 There are only three people in the entire Bible who are a king and priest 
 Melchizedek, Jesus Christ, and the Church 

• Notice the tenses of the verbs:  
o verse 9- we have been redeemed;  
o verse 10 we have been made kings and priests.  

 In the past and done. 
o But there is something yet future for us- we will reign on the earth. 
o This is an amazing promise that has been foretold in the Prophets, Isaiah 53:12; Daniel 7:18 

5:11-14)  
• The doxology of praise from all of creation 

o Notice the distinction of the elders and the angels in verse 11 
o This throne room is extra dimensional. There are millions upon millions of beings in the throne 

room, the millions of raptured saints, along with the millions of angels 
 These are all singing praise to the Lamb 
 7-fold praise... signifying complete adoration and praise to the Lamb 

• Verse 13 is a specific praise from the creation itself 
o All creation is yearning for the redemption, the revealing of the sons of God, Romans 8:20-22 

• The 24 Elders fall down in complete surrender to the One who is worthy 
o To the One who lives forever and ever, ζῶντι εἰς τοὺς αἰωνας τῶν αἰώνων  

Jesus is Alive 

unto the forever of the forever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


