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We have now come to Revelation chapter 6 in our study of the Last Days in which chapter 6 begins the 7-Year
Tribulation as Jesus begins to loose the 7 seals of the scroll. We spent the last two weeks learning about the
purpose of this 7-Year Tribulation and we discovered that Jesus is preparing the earth to receive His Everlasting
Kingdom. And He is doing so by applying immense pressure, OAT{1g, Great Tribulation to the whole world to
purge the wicked tenants out of His Kingdom. And He is using the refining fire of His Word to expel the ungodly
dross from among His people and purify those with a soft heart toward repentance. The 7-Year Tribulation and
the Day of the Lord is triggered when Jesus begins pealing back the seals of the scroll, so let’s begin by reading
about the first four seals of the scroll, commonly known as the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, Revelation
6:1-8.

These first four seals seem to be grouped together because the effect of this wrath seems to be summarized in
latter part of verse 8 ...And power was given to them (all four horsemen) over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword,
with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.

Notice this power, ¢€ovsia- authority is given to “them,” these four horsemen. Who is giving them this
authority? It is Jesus. This is His Day, His scroll, His Kingdom. This is the eviction process. All the events of this
time period are completely orchestrated by the Lord. This is His Day, it is the Day of the Lord, and the timing
of this Day is being determined by Jesus Christ Himself. It is a Day of Wrath and Judgement on an unbelieving
world, focused on the Jews for their disobedience and rebellion to God, Zephaniah 1:12 “And it shall come to pass at
that time That I will search Jerusalem with lamps, And punish the men Who are settled in complacency, "** those who despise the
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things committed to them to guard.” Jesus is pouring out His refining fire so that the whole world, the Jew and the
Gentile, will know that He is God, Jeremiah 25:29-31.

As each seal is being loosened, God is unleashing His wrath on an unbelieving world, and the first four seals are
described as horsemen, known commonly as the four horsemen of the Apocalypse. Many times in the Bible,
horses are a symbol of Judgement, Ezek 26:10-11; Jeremiah 46:9-10; Joel 2:3-4; Nahum 3:1-3; Zech 1:8-9; 6:1-8.
God has been warning of these coming Judgements through His Prophets. And as we dig into each of these
seals, we will be looking at the correlation to the Old Testament.

These first four seals are grouped together, with the rider on the white horse leading the charge. Today we will
spend our time understanding who is the rider on the white horse?

1-2) ! Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a
bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

This first seal unleashes a conqueror that effects the whole world. So who is this rider on the white horse and
how will he conquer? Some commentators think this is Jesus Christ because the description is similar to Jesus
on the white horse in Revelation 19. But that’s the point. This man is an imposter. This is not the Christ, but
rather, the Antichrist, the great deceiver, and he will play a very prominent role in this book moving forward.

But remember, this is the Lord’s Day and He is in charge of the timing of every event, even the revealing of the
Antichrist. And the Bible gives us some important prerequisites that must take place before the Antichrist can
come into power and be revealed to the world.

*  The Church Age must come to an end
o This will happen with the rapture, the catching away of Jesus’ faithful Bride, 1 Thess 4:17; John 14:1-3;
Luke 21:36; Rev 3:10.
» This is when the “restrainer” or 0 katéxwv, the one who is holding fast will be taken out of the
way, 2 Thess 2:6-7.
 Jesus must receive the scroll, the title deed to the earth/Kingdom of God, Revelation 5
o The 24 Elders who represent the raptured Bride of Christ are in heaven seated around the throne
watching Jesus take the scroll, Rev 5:9-10
* Sometime after the rapture, but before the Tribulation, the falling away, the great apostacy, will take place, 2
Thess 2:3
o The Bible speaks of great apostacy that will happen in the end, 1 Tim 4:1-2; 2 Tim 4:3-4; Matt 24:12; Rev
3:14-18 (Laodicean Church)
o This falling away could be a result of the chaos and jealousy of the rapture
*  Around this time, and possibly before, the rise of The New World Order will take place
o A global unified government and global unified religion governed by “Ten Kings,” Rev 17:10-13; Daniel
2:41-44; 7.23-24
*  We see this already coming together right now
* Global technology infrastructure... Al and quantum computing
* Global money system
* Global religion- Ecumenical structure and the Catholic Church
* The UN mission statement of “Peace and Security” in Israel, 1 Thess 5:3
* Then when all these things are in place and have happened, the stage is set and then the Antichrist will be
revealed, 2 Thess 2:8
o How will he be revealed?
» The Antichrist will make a covenant with Israel for one week of years, 7 years, Daniel 9:27
= This is when the lawless one, the Antichrist will be revealed to the world
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 This will begin the Day of the Lord, 2 Thess 2:3
* The world is not going to view the Antichrist as someone evil, but rather their savior.
o Specifically, the Jews will be deceived into believing this is the Christ, but he is Antichrist
* The Ten Kings will then give their power to the Antichrist, Daniel 7:7-8; 8:24; Rev 17:13.
o The Antichrist will be the supreme leader of the world, but not through war, but Peace, Daniel 11:21.

Remember, the entire purpose of the 7-Year Tribulation is God pouring out His refining fire on the Jews by
drawing them to Jerusalem. How and by what means will God use to draw all the Jews to Jerusalem? He will use
the Antichrist as a dishonorable vessel and this covenant of peace as we saw in the 70" week prophecy of Daniel
9:27. It is in this false sense of peace... when they say, “Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes upon them.” 1 Thess
5:3. The whole world is looking for peace in the middle east. The UN slogan is “Peace and Security.” The
Antichrist is going to help unite the world to what its looking for, Daniel 11:21-24. Notice verse 21 says, “he will
come in peaceably.” Not with military force, but with persuasive political diplomacy. God will use this safety as a
means to gather the Jews into Jerusalem, into the fire, to purify them to bring them into True Peace, Isaiah
11:12; 24:22; 27:13; 49:5; 56:8; Jeremiah 6:14; 8:7, 11, 15; 14:13; 31:8-10; 32:37; Ezek 11:17; 20:34; 28:5; 36:24; 37:21;
38:8; Hosea 1:11; 8:10; Joel 3:2; Nahum 1:12; Micah 2:12; 4:6-7; Zeph 3:18-20

The Antichrist will make a 7-year covenant of peace with Israel, but it will affect the whole world as God uses
this dishonorable vessel to fulfill His plan.

2) And 1 looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he
went out conquering and to conquer.

Notice this rider has a bow, but no arrows. I think this may allude to the fact he is conquering in peace, but
there is another element to this. The word bow is t6€ov, which many times refers to the bow as a weapon, but
this same word is used in Genesis 9:13 symbolizing a covenant. Genesis 9:13- I set My rainbow (bow- t6€ov) in the cloud,
and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. Is it possible that this bow in the hand of the rider on
the white horse is the sign of the covenant that the Antichrist will make with Israel? Daniel 9:27- Then he shall
confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.

The Antichrist is a liar, and he will break this covenant after 3-1/2 years of peace with Israel and set up the
abomination of desolation in the Holy of Holies in the temple, Daniel 9:27; 11:36-39; 2 Thess 2:4. In fact this
word bow is also used in Jeremiah relating to lies, Jeremiah 9:3- “And like their bow they have bent their tongues for lies.
They are not valiant for the truth on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil, And they do not know Me,” says the Lord.

Out of all the descriptions we have of the Antichrist, the most common is his lying, prideful character and
blasphemy against God and the Truth

* He has a mouth speaking pompous words against the Most High, Daniel 7:8; 7:20; 7:25; 11:36; Rev 13:1-6

* He exalts himself as prince and casts Truth to the ground, Daniel 8:11-12

e Understands sinister schemes, Daniel 8:23

» He will destroy wonderfully (amazingly), Daniel 8:24

» Through his cunning he will cause deceit to prosper, Daniel 8:25

* He will act deceitfully, Daniel 11:23

e He will exalt himself in his heart, Daniel 8:25

* He will rise against the Prince of princes, Daniel 8:25

* He will oppose and exalt himself above all that is called god... showing himself that he is God, 2 Thess 2:4
* He will exalt and magnify himself above every god, Daniel 11:36

This is his character, just like his father the devil who was a liar from the beginning, John 8:44. In fact, one of
his titles is “the seed of the serpent,” Genesis 3:15. The Antichrist has many names describing him in the Bible.
A few of them are:
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» The Antichrist, 1 John 2:18 (although John doesn’t use this title for him in the book of Revelation)
e The man of sin, 2 Thess 2:3

» The son of perdition, 2 Thess 2:3

e The lawless one, 2 Thess 2:8

* The worthless and foolish shepherd, Zech 11:17

* The Assyrian, Isaiah 10:24; Micah 5:5-6; Hosea 11:5

* A wicked counselor, Nahum 1:11

* The prince who is to come, Daniel 9:26

» The Little horn, Daniel 7:20-21; 8:9

e The rider of the white horse, Revelation 6:2

» The beast, Revelation 11:7; 13:15; 14:9-11

* Another beast, the false prophet (Duet), Revelation 13:11-15; 19:19-20

2) And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he
went out conquering and to conquer.

This crown is a oté@avog stephanos victor’s crown and he is conquering. Notice that this crown is given to him.
Who has given the antichrist this authority to conquer? One could argue that Satan has granted him power,
Rev 13:4, or the Ten Kings have given him their power, Daniel 7:7-8; 8:24; Rev 17:13. But ultimately, all this
authority is being granted by Jesus Christ. This is His Day and He is calling all the shots and orchestrating this
entire event and using the Antichrist as His dishonorable vessel just as He did with Nebuchadnezzar and
Pharaoh, Jer 25:9; 27:6; 43:10; Ezek 30:25; Ezra 5:12; Acts 17:26-28. This is what Paul speaks of in Romans 9:17-23.

God has made this abundantly clear that He will use vessels of wrath, dishonorable people and nations to
perform His will. We saw this with the unbelieving Jews who crucified Jesus, Acts 2:23-24. We have also seen in
Daniel’s prophecies in chapters 2, 7, and 9 how God uses the kingdoms of this world to usher in the Eternal
Kingdom: Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the One World Order... God is using these kings of the earth and
their rebellion to fulfill His purpose to set up His Kingdom and usher in Everlasting Righteousness.



