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—_ ;) he toPic of salvation, esPeciang in America todag, has seemed
‘f\”ﬁ%j
el KEsd|to have lost its excitement. Most evergbodg has heard oxc\)ol*m
;& 3.6 and most cvcrgbody knows, even if thcy dont all believe ity
02

the way to heaven in thru Jcsus.

| have been studying the sixteenth century reformation, and it has opened my
eyes to how magnificent and wonderful salvation is. Jtis a topic that should
never get old, it should never lose its excitement. |t should be a topic thatis so
dearto us, we are willing to give our life for the opportunity to proclaim this
good news. | his was how the reformers felt in the sixteenth century.
Thousands of people died so we could know the T ruth of God's Word and
His great love for us. T he reformation allowed us to freely open a bible in

our own Ianguage ancl reacl 1Cor ourselves hOW mUCl’l Gocl !OV@S us.

In God's eyes, this is the most important thing ever. Jtis so important, in fact,
e gave [is only Son to be the final sacrifice for sin. [Te made it so we
could be partakers of (God's divine nature, (2F et 1:4). e delivered us out of
darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son, (Col 1:1%),
so we could have salvation. e made the cross the climax of all the ages, from
cternity past to eternity future. [ e made the death and resurrection of [is
Son the most important thing that has happened and will ever happen.
There is nothing deeper than what Jesus did for us on the cross, and there is
not a greater love clisplagecl than [His death and administration of [Tis new

covenant to us ancl 1Cor us.



Jtis my ob_jective to stir upa fire inside you that can never be quenchecl; to
cleve!op a 3earning and a desire For\)esus that can never be shaken; to

promote a craving for (God and His Word that you can’t live without.

I want’ jou {’ale <o ;o.ﬁ;lﬂieg\ in}ecuc,‘@of no‘%ina e&e

anic &{e even cowmes ceoce {’age %e&ﬁ{’
Ana\ eniojmnf’ jo\r;zxve

GRE I DI



Concerning Justification
S <D 2o

9C

ustification is the first step in Salvation. To }chusthcicc{ means
to be declared righteous, to be Forgiven of sin, reconciled with

’ 3 the I:athcr and Pronounccc{ andjudgcc{ as in right stanc{iﬂg with
el Cod.

Salvation, owTtnpla, soteria, is comPriscd of three main categories:

1. Justification
2. Sanctification
3. Glorification

A whole book could be written on soteria, but my main focus in this first
volume, will be onjusti?ication; explaining the effects of righteousness Ieacling
to sanctification and eventua”g glori)cication‘ Jtis imPor‘cant for the Christian
to understand the categories of salvation, because in a misundcrstanc{ing of
Justhcication and sanctification, there has been serious thcologica| and

doctrinal errors in unclerstancling the connection between our works and the

work of Christ.

Tobecdlear up front, there is no such tlﬁing as a goocl work without the }‘1015
Spirit. That is a fundamental statement which has hclpcd me understand my
role as it compares to Goc{’s role. Yes, we can do goocl worl(s, but not before
we are made righteous, and not apart from (God. Man is incapable of
Pchorming any goocl work on his own, and even after one is made rightcous,
as Jesus said of [imself, “I can do nothing, but the Father working
within Me, He does the work”. Jesus then relates this to us when e

says, “I am the Vine and you are the branches. Apart from me

MfM



you can do nothing.” T herefore, itis evident, man apart from (God
cannot Pchorm a gooé work.

T he whole of the Catholic religion, many other denominations of
Christianitg, and the Jewisl’l religion have based their doctrine on
Justi\cication bg good works; but we know from EP}) 2:8-9, one is made
rightcous bg the free ghct of God's grace thru faith in Jcsus; not a result of

our works but only bg the work oFJcsus on the cross can one bcjusthcicd.

So then, why are there so many scripturcs focused on “gooc{ works”,
scemfnglg giving the idea oxc_justigication }33 ourgoocl works? T his is where
unclerstancling the difference between Justification and Sanctification must
be established. Many rcligions have }3|cndccljusthcication and sanctification
into one process to be made rightcous. But this is incorrect. Although thcy
are both steps in soteria, there is a certain order and function that each

categorg of salvation has.

From the 4 century, starting with Pelagius, up until now,)’usti{iication has
been widely misunderstood. [elagianism does not believe human nature and
the spirit of man was tainted by original sin. |t is the belief that all men are
good by nature, and have the free will to choose good or evil on their own.
And thru their own good works, assisted by (God’s grace, man can live a
sinless life, and attainjustiﬁcation thru their own merits. | his started the
doctrine of grace-assisted good works leading to justification. Which, if this
were true, means the work of Christ wasn’t good enough; that Jesus giving
Himself as the sacrifice for sin didn’t remit sin, but only aided a person thru
the process of J'ustiﬁcat;on. T o say righteousness still comes thru one’s
works is to say Christ died needlessly, ((Gal 2:21). T his is so wrong, | don’t
even like talking about it, but it must be said to cxplain the error Pcople have
had for nearly 1,700 years. T his wrong thinking started a doctrine in which
enabled good works toward _justi)cication. T hey considered Jesus, but
thought they needed to add their works to the work of Jesus to obtain

~ 5~



righteousness. | hese doctrines taught justification as a process of working
toward sinlessness. | his process was made possible by (God's grace, which
freed the will, but then it was up to the individual and his good works to be
saved. Grace, free will, and good works collaborate together to bring one into

righteousness Again, this type of tl’;inking is selfish and blasphemes the work
of Christ.

So, if thisis so wrong, how, and whg did this doctrine even come about? Mg
oPinion is this doctrine has blended the three parts of salvation:justhcication,
sanctification and glorhcication, into one. When instead, each part must be
treated seParately, and one must understand how there is an orcler, and how

each Part builds upon the other.

Forinstance, if we look at something | homas Aquinas (1225-1274) wrote
aboutjugtiﬁcation, we will see his thinking was partially on the right track, but
he associated it to the wrong category of salvation. T his misunderstanding,
which may seem small, in reality, makes the work of Christ of no effect. [f you
take his same theology and assign his thinking to the appropriate category of

salvation, instead of cleeming it all tojustification, it makes his theologg more

accurate. | hisis rightly c[ivic[irxg the Word of T ruth.

Thomas Aquinas wrote:

“Man’s will should be prepared by God thru grace. Humans could do nothing
to cause grace: the gift of grace surpasses every other nature. And so it is
impossible that a creature should cause grace. The human will was involved
in the decision-maRing process, but it was the grace of God that drove the
will.

Following conversion, which was the result of God’s grace, the individual
sought to do good works, and God assisted this endeavor through His
cooperating grace. Then, if the individual persisted in doing good works, he
would eventually attain glory, thru the inner regeneration of the soul.

~ i~



Sofar, | would agree with Aquinas, because he hasn’t associated this
process to any certain category of salvation, but this is where he starts to

crror:

“There are five effects of grace in us: firstly, the healing of the soul; secondly,
willing the good; thirdly, the efficacious performance of the good willed;
fourthly, perseverance in the good; fifthly, the attainment of glory”

T homas associated this five step process as the path tojusthcication. This
thinking puts all the work on the man, leaving him virtually hclpless, trying to
gain righteousness thru his own merits; with only the help of Jesus to give him
ajump start at the beginning, |t teaches that we are left on our own to perform

gOOC{ WOI“(S 1Cor OUI‘-SCI\/CS.

The correct way to look at good works is, it is not the good works of a
person that makes him rightcous, but the good work oFJcsus on the cross.
Evcn after conversion, any gooc[ work Pchormec[ is not done thru the power

of the individual, but thru the power of the fﬂob SPirit. We are His

workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we should walk in them, (Eph
2:10). [~ ven after bcing made rightcous, it is still not us who does the goocl
work, but the [Tather workir\g thru us. Jesus Himself said “I can of My

own self do nothing, it is the Father dwelling within Me who
does the Work.”, (Jn 5:19, 30, 14:10, 8:28). So if we take the five effects

of grace laid out by Aquinas, associate them in the correct category, and
assume it is not us c{oing the work, but the f'ioly SPirit working thru us, then
this thinking is corrected.

i. The hcaling of the soul (to be complctc|3 accurate, it is our sPirit
that is made PerFect in riglﬁteousness, not the soul. T he soul must be
transformed Eg the renewing of the mind to (God’s word)



2. Willing of the good (once we are made righteous, our soul starts to
learn the things of (God and becomes sanctified thru the fruit of the
Spirit. Our soul begins to will the good works prepared for him by
the Father)

5. T he efficacious performance of the good willed. (T his is the fruit of
the Spirit resulting in sanctification. T he beneficial effects of the
good works performed by the power of the [Holy Spirit resulting in
sanctification, Rom 6:22.)

4. FPerseverance in the good (having done all to stand. Stand
therefore... [ ph 6:13, Col 1:9-12. Again we don’t do this to be
made righteous, we do it because we are righteous, resulting in
sanctification.)

5. | he attainment of glory (this is the final step in salvation, the
adoption as sons, the redemption of the body, the glorification in
Jesus, (Rom 8:23). T his is our hope in Jesus after we are made

rightcous, not somcthing we do to be made righteous.)

This type of thinking is what has blinded Christians and kept them from
knowing the T ruth, and how much Jesus loves us. Christians have not rightly
divided the T ruth and misunderstood the meaning of salvation, and created
false doctrine as a result. [” ven though some of these men were so close to
the T ruth, like T homas Aquinas, but as you can see, if not Properly
discerned, can lead to devastatingly wrong thinking, and the blasphcmy of the

WOF‘( O]CJCSUS‘

|tis the misunderstanding of the three categories of salvation which has
created so much errorin the church. Sanctification is notjusti?ication.
Justigication is an immediate rCP|accmcnt of the human sPirit bcing made new
bg the }'1013 Spirit and faith in Jcsus Christ. Sancthcication onlg haPPcns
as aresult o]CjusthCication. Jtis a combination of God's grace wor‘dng ina
Person’s soul to scparate them from sin and this fallen world. |t is the

~ 8~



continual work of shaping the soul to be in conformity to the newly created,
perfected spirit, cleansed only by the blood of Jesus. Sanctification cannot
be achieved without the [Holy Spirit working in the new spirit. Sanctification
is a life-long process only achieved thru the working together of the fallen
soul, the newly created spirit, and the [oly Spirit given by grace thru faith.
This is where so many people get confused. T he bible is full of conditional
commandments, if you do this, this will be the result.” T his can be
misunderstood to believe our Justhcication is based on our works, when these
commandments are actually focusing on the sanctification of the soul aftera
person has become justiﬁed by grace, thru faith in Jesus. And it is not even
the result of our good works, but the good works of the [oly Spirit working
in us to bear fruit and result in sanctification, (Rom 6:22); setting a Christian
apart from the sin of the world, and preparing the soul for the final stage of

salvation, which is the glori{:ication of the body, and the unification of the
body of Christ, gloriﬁcd togcthcr in Him.

As described above, there are three categories to salvation. | like to describe
and associate these three parts to mankind’s bcing. We are a sPirit, we have a
soul, and we live in a boclg. Eaclﬁ one of these parts of our bcing a|igr\ with

the steps to salvation.

1. Justification of the human spirit
2. Sanctification of the human soul

3. Glorification of the Plﬂysical body

CRE ™D



Concerning Justification of the human Spirit
S D2

IC

ach of these three categories builds on the other, and they
f9|must build in this order. Justification is usua”g what is meant

when someboclg says tl’leg are saved. Justification is the

declaration of the [Father pronouncing [His righteousness on
our spirit. |t is the act of [is grace poured out on us, resulting in our sins
being forgiven and redeemed from the corruption and effects of sin, further
resulting in a perfect, newly created spirit. Justification is a free gift of God’s
grace accepted by faith in Jesus, ([C_ph 2:8-9). |t has nothing to do with our
works, but only the work of Jesus paying the price and accepting the wrath
and the judgment of (God for our sin on Himself, (|s 53:4-6). T his is the first
step to salvation, the forgiveness of sins and the only way to the [Tather.
Thru Jesus, [He has reconciled us into [is family, giving us eternal
happiness and joy, living forever with [im.

@3\0« one D:{’Ain iucﬁ{icaﬁon ilp i not ;omegina- emnea\?

Jtis given as a free ghct thru the Girace of (God bg faith in Jesus.

Romans 3:24- being justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus.

Romans 4:16- For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be
in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed

to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father
of us all,

~ 10 ~



Ephesians 2:5- even when we were dead in our transgressions,
He made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved).

Thereis one important factor we must understand when it comes to
Justi\cication. We are made rightcous }33 Him and Him alone. Jt does not have
angthing to do with our works or merit. TI"I@ ghct of righteousness is }33 His
grace and itis in (Christ alone. One migl’lt argue that we have one work, the
work of faith; but as we progress in this stu&y, we will find even our faith is not

a work. Kightcousness is not in any way conditional on our merits or works.

Faul cxplains this in his cPistlcs to the Romans and Galatians. [He states in

Rom 4:3 and Gal 3:6- Abraham believed God and it was credited
to him as righteousness. Whg does Faul go all the way back to Abral’lam

to talk aboutjustiﬁcation’f lsn’tjusthcication a new covenant topic? No,
_justhcication and reconciliation with the [Tather is the whole purpose of (God’s
plan. And the plan of (God started, not in the garden with Adam and [ ve,
but before the foundation of the world, ([F_ph 1:4, 1 Peter 1:2, 20). Pefore
the world was ever created, e knew man would sin, and e knew and
planned that Jesus would be our Savior. (God wanted a family [He could love
and [Te wanted a family that would willingly love [Tim and choose [Him. God
gave each one of us a free will to choose [Tim. We will talk more about the
nature of free will later. So, when (God created us, e knew we would sin,
but it was the redemption of [is family thru [His Son, Jesus, which formed
the bond of reconciliation, so the promise could and would never be broken.
This is why the covenant and promise of righteousness is in (Christ; this way
it is not conditional on our behavior or actions, but only in Jesus. The
conditions of the covenant is between the [Father and Jesus so the bond can
never be broken or separated. T hru this unbreakable covenant Jesus has

with the Fathcr, we are now Partakcrs of this same covenant thru the blood of

Jesus, (2Feter 14, Heb 3:1, 14). T his makes the bond sure and true. |f it

~f ~



were conditional on our actions, the covenant wouldr’t last a clag, and no one
would qua!ifg for righteousness. Of course, (God knew this and what is
amazing is r’ic embraced these faults of ours, and chose for us to Participatc

in this Plan of rcc{cmption and reconciliation with T'iim.

Now, back to our original question- why does [aul go back to Abraham to
exP!ain_justhCication? Abraham was the man (God chose to be the avenue in
which Jesus, the Messiah, would be born into this physical world. (God
granted the inheritance, the reconciliation of salvation, by means of a promise;
that the Messiah would be born into this world thru his lineage. (God made a
covenant with Abraham that thru his seed all nations would be blessed. T he
promise of inheritance wasn’t made to Abraham or to all his descendants, but
only to one person, the Seed, the Messiah Jesus Christ. And itis by grace
thru faith that the promise of inheritance is then given to all who believe, ((Gal
%:14,16,18-19,22,29, Rom4:16). Abraham believed in this promise and
was fully persuaded that what (God had promised, [T]e was also able to
perform, (Rom 4:21). [t was this faith in the Messiah in which righteousness
was then credited to Abraham, (Rom 4:22, (Gal 3:6, (Gen 15:5-8, [ 1eb 11:8-
10, 17-19). So,justhcication is a bible topic, not just a New T estament topic.
However, no one was actually made righteous until Jesus came to this earth
and became the sacrifice for sin. And through [is death, e paid the price
for sin and bore the wrath of (God on [Himself. T herefore, it is stated,
“Abraham was credited righteousness”. At the time, Abraham believed in the
Messiah, he was set apart and his heavenly account was credited with
righteousness, but this righteousness could not yet be administered to him,
because no one could be J'ustiﬁcd until Jesus performed [is work on the

cross and was raised from the dead. T his cxPIains whg we see Abraham and
other Old T estament saints in a l'lolding P|ace in Sheol. T he bible calls it

Abralﬁam’s bosom, (Ll( I 6:22). This was a ho|ding P|ace for all those who
believed in the Messiah. T heir faith was credited to them as rightcousncss,

~ 12~



but it could not be given until the Price for sin was Paicl on the cross, and not
on!g the cross, but the resurrection oFJesus had to take Place in order for
[Him to become our High Fricst, able to administer the gi?t of righteousncss
to all who believe, (Rom 4:25).

Righteousness is a universal promise to all who believe in Jesus. Jew or
Gentile, whether it is faith in the coming Messiah, like that of the old
testament saints, or faith in Jesus who had already come, and will come again,
as in the case for all new testament believers. We all qualify for the promise
because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of (God, (Rom 3:23).
Therefore, all can be made righteous by grace thru faith in Jesus, ([Z_ph 2:8).

The ghct of grace is available to all who believe, not onlg those who have a
Predetermined destfng to salvation. We will discuss the sub_ject of

Predestfnation at a later time.

John 3:14-16- 4 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 5 so that
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Romans 4:16- For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be
in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed
to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father

of us all.

John 1:12- But as many as received Him, to them He gave the

right to become children of God, even to those who believe in

His name.

Titus 2:11- For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all men.

~ 13 ~



Romans 5:18-19- ® So then as through one transgression there
resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of
righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. ¥ For
as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will

be made righteous.

|n order to finalize our discussion onjusthcfcatfon,
we must discuss what faith is, and
the connection of faith

ancl grace.

CRR 96
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Concerning Faith
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#A|is not. FFaith is not a work. T he instant we make faith a work, we

actua”}j is. | he most imPortar\t thing to rememberis what faith

{| start associating our merit, requiring our faith as a Prerequisite
tojusthcicatior\. ustification is a free gilct, and acccpting this free ghct must
also be free without any condition of merit. So then let us refer to the

Scripture to define faith. [ Jow does one acquire faith?

Ahwer: Wugej(rhi{’ié&mina{éa\ M

Romans 10:17- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the

word of God.

[tis not only hearing the Word with your Phgsfcal ears, but understanding it
with your heart. Jesus said- “those who have ears to hear let him
hear.”, (Mk 4:9). T he Greek word for hear is associated with obedience.
[t is the ability to hear and accept and receive what is being spoken. T his is
demonstrated in the following scriptures. Matthew 13:9-19- * “He who

has ears, let him hear.” ® And the disciples came and said to
Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” " Jesus

answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been
granted. > “For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he
will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what
he has shall be taken away from him. 3 “Therefore I speak to
them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and
while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 4 “In

~ 15~



their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,
‘YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND;
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; ' FoOr
THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR
EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR
EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR
WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND
RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.” ® “But blessed are your
eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 7 “For

truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired
to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you
hear, and did not hear it.

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower.  “When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one

comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This

is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.

1 Thessalonians 2:13- For this reason we also constantly thank
God that when you received the word of God which you heard
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it

really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you
who believe.

Py receiving the word of (God into your heart, believing it is (God speaking to
you, and accepting what [Je says as final authority in your life, this word then
performs its work and faith is enabled; giving the believer the ability to accept
the free gift of grace.

Again, we must not view faith as a work or a merit in which we have earned.
Considcr]caith as an avenue to God’s grace; a Portal opcncd bg
undcrstanc{ing and receiving [His word, access to a power thatis alwags
available and never stops. T hen, it takes the resPonsibilitg of faith as a work
off of the individual, and humbles itself to (God. [Faith allows us, and gives us

~ 16~



the abi!itg to think the way (God thinks. |t sparks our soul, our decision maker,
to be able to choose (God and [is righteousness.

[aith, although it includes this, is not only believing or trusting in (God. |t is
not something one can build up in himself and store as power. [nstead we
need to view faith as an opening into the things of (God. A way of access into
His grace. T he ability to think the way (God thinks, desire what (God desires.
When one has more faith, it is not that he contains more faith, but his access
to (God’s grace is unhindered by the things of this world, and his ability to
accept the grace of (God is enabled. T o increase your faith is simply putting
aside any distractions and cares of this world and humbling yourself to God.
T he less we are hindered, the greater our faith or access to (God’s grace
becomes. T his is why in Jude it says, * But you, beloved, building

yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy

Spirit, * keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously

for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life, (Jude 20-
21).

Notice it is not our faith being built up, but it is on our faith, building and
strengthening ourselves, by praying in the [Holy Spirit. Praying in tongues is
a direct way to pray without any hindrance of the physical mind getting in the
way; in which the entire time our soul should be focused on one thing, our

hope in_Jesus.

Take the example of the father who asked Jesus to heal his son. The son
was demon Posscsscc{. [He asked Jesus to help them, Mark 9:22—27- *?
“But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help
us.” 3 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are
possible to him who believes.” 2 Immediately the father of the
child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my

unbelief!” 2 When Jesus saw that the people came running

~ 17~



together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, ... Jesus took him by the

hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

Jesus He!Ped the father’s faith }35 rebuking the demon before the crowd
could come and distract the fathers faith. ]TCJCSUS would have waited, the
crowd would have surrounded [Him, and c{eprivcc{ the fathers faith by the

cares and distractions of this world.

[aith is not the work of believing, but the (God given ability to believe in
Jesus and accept the free gift of grace; but from scripture we know faith
doesn’t magically appear. (God set an immutable requirement in place before
faith could be administered. [ e set the thing [1e exalted high above
everything else. Something even above [is Name, (’s 128:2). [e set [is
Word as a prerequisite to faith, (Rom 10:17). Only those who willingly hear
and understand and obey [His Word acquire faith.

| like to define faith like this:
‘FAK?( E;ije D:E&{’j {’o]veéieve Enjecw; Aﬂ&\ o.ccgr{;(j(e free 3(1&.’0{
Zrm:e as a result oﬁeming AN&\ ung\evcﬁna\inggejwér&ve.

Scripture also says in Hebrews 11:1- Now faith is the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Faith is the substance of our hope. T rue hope, and our only hope, is in
Jesus, (1 Tim 1:1). Jtis not in a new car, not a new house, not even the healing
of our p}wgsical boclg, but on|3 in _Jesus. Jtis not wrong to say thru our hope in
Jesus [He will meet our needs and these Ph}jsical things like a car or a house
or Ph}jsical healing might manifest in our life, but this is not our hopc. These
are the bi~Products of our hoPc in Jesus. Just like the b[cssings of Abraham.
The onlg blessing of Abraham is the Promise of the Messiah, ((Gal 3:14, 18,
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29). Abraham’s wealth was merelg a bi~PrOAuct of that blessing. Our hope is
in_Jesus. Jtis the eager exPectation for the acloption as sons, the reclemption

of our body, glorhcicd in Him, forever to be in Him, (Rom 8:2.§~2.5>.

Faith is the evidence of things not seen. [aulis still talking about
hope. Hope is not seen, (Rom 8:24), but faith, the ability to believe in Jesus
and accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture, makes hope alive in our hearts, (Heb 10:35-11:1). Because of
faith, | can have evidence of [is grace on my life. We are not talking about
Physica! evidence, at least not right away, although there can be a
manifestation of physical evidence, but again, that is not our hope. T his is the
type of evidence you know and experience in your heart. |t is not something
your physical senses can notice. [Cor instance, take joy as an example. John

15:11- “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be

in you, and that your joy may be made full.

Psalm 16:11- You will make known to me the path of life; In

Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are

pleasures forever.

Hebrews 10:34- For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and
accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you

have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.

[ ven in tremendously hard times, like someone taking everything you own
and bringjng you to jail to torture and eventually kill you for being a Christian,
this is about as bad as it can get. Put even in a time like that, if your hope is in
Jesus, and your heart is full of faith, (meaning your ability to believe in Jesus
and your access to (God’s grace is unhindered), the joy of the | _ord will come
upon you and sustain you. | here is a happiness inside in which nothing clse
in this world can ever come close to duplicating. T his is the evidence of

things not seen. [ ven hcgour life were to be taken and you were killed for the
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Name oFJesus, it is not defeat, but victory in Christ, for to depart and be

with Christ is much better, (Phil 1:23), for to die is not to perish,
but to be with Jesus forever, (Lk 21:16-19). T he evidence is not

somcthing Phgsical, like a car or house, or somcthiﬂg tcmporal in this world. Jt
is an everlasting evidence, an evidence of our hoPe in Jesus. T he minute you
make faith into a work, as if itis !39 sometl’)ing you are cloing bg your own
merits, if you expecta Pl’lﬂsical result as a confirmation of 3ourxcaith, this
thinking is wrong, scl]cish, se|F~cc11tcrecJ, not (Christ centered, and even has

elements of witchcraft blended in with it.

Faith is not a work. |t is the ability given by the Spirit illuminated Word of
God to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace. [t is by grace we
are saved thru faith, not by the work of faith. \We are not healed by the work
of faith, but by the gift of grace thru faith in Jesus. T o use faith as a work is
a misuse of this ability. [Taith is not meant to use solely apart from God's

grace‘

{A@( (& wmeant'td Le?r jow {ocw; onjecw; Aﬂ&\ mxj(ina eé;e.

T o use faith to get something temporal from (God is a selfish use of faith, and
will not result in anything. [Faith gives a person the ability to connect this
Physica! realm with the incorPoreaI things of (God. |t gives the person the
ability to accept the free gift of grace in their corporeal life. | am not saying
that sometimes this may result in a physical manifestation, but it will always
result in spiritual fruit, and a treasure stored up in heaven. T o demand it
change something temporal is something we are not authorized to demand.
Qurfocus should not be on how our faith can change our physical life. J¢
should be focused on our hope in Jesus. James 4:3 You ask and do not

receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may

spend it on your pleasures. And this | propose, althouglﬂ | know it migl’)t
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sound harsh, faith in the well-being and prosperity for yourself, and yourself
alone, is a selfish motivation, secking your own pleasure. Qur focus should
not be the temporal, but the hope in Jesus. T hen the physical needs of this
life will take care of themselves. Jesus said “3* Do not worry then,

saying, ‘What will we eat? or “What will we drink?’ or “What
will we wear for clothing? 3 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all
these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all

these things. 3 “But seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 “So

do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.”, (Matthew 6:31-34).

Our tiust Mf)\ cwgrée{é Te&ance?gou@\le on C?og\ Mf)\ on ’@
M;ﬁ\, mxjfina e&e.

Romans 4:20-21- * yet, with respect to the promise of God, he
did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory
to God, ** and being fully assured that what God had promised,
He was able also to perform.

We all have needs in this life, but if you start making those needs your hope,
then all is lost. You have lost focus and you ask amiss because your trust is
not directed toward (God. No matter what our needs are, we must seek first
God's kingdom and [is righteousness and (God will take care of your
physical needs of this life.

Psalm 37:4-5- 4 Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give
you the desires of your heart. s Commit your way to the LORD,
Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

When you are de!ighting 3oursclxc inthe | ord, abic]iﬂg in [Him and His Word
abides in you, the desires of your heart start to look like [is desires. T he
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desires of the heart are not selfish, but full of love for others, regarcling

others as more impor‘tant than 3ourselxc‘

Philippians 2:3- Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit,

but with humility of mind regard one another as more
important than yourselves;

(ome to (God with a humble heart and humilitg of mind and Fu”g Pcrsuadcd
that what (God has Promised, [He is also able to Pchorm.

1 Peter 5:5-7- 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward
one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. ¢ Therefore humble yourselves under
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper

time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for

you.

[Faith is the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a
result of hearing and understanding the Scripture. |t is the substance of our
hope in Christ that does not disappoint, because at the appointed time
Christ died for us, even when we were still helpless and under the hold of sin.
And thru this amazing act of love, Jesus poured out [His love on us and
endured the cross, enabling the [Holy Spirit to come into our hearts and

make us a new creation in rﬂim, per‘Fect and blameless without sin, (Rom 5:5~

6).

Now that faith has been defined, let us insert this definition of faith into some
familiar scriPturC to shed new Iight on the function of faith. T hese are a few
verses | chose to put into the }3053 of this document. T here are quite afew

more at the end of this paper to l’leIP us gain concept of what faith trulg is.

Hebrews 11:17-18 - 7 By (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept
the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
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Scripture) Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises was offering up his only
begotten son; ® it was he to whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR
DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED.”

Ephesians 3:17-18- 7 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of
grace as a result of hearing and understanding the Scripture);
and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, '® may be able
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length
and height and depth,

Ephesians 2:8-9- & For by grace you have been saved through
(the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as
a result of hearing and understanding the Scripture); and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; ? not as a result of works,

SO that no one may bO&St.

And He said to her, “Daughter, (your ability to believe in
Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a
result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) has made you well;
go in peace and be healed
of your affliction.”

Mark s5:34
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Concerning the Law
. <2 2o

9C

2\ (A
""'71\‘\}5‘ ,;)' work. Now we must consider what is meant in Romans 3:28-

Y2

; ‘“i(’a\w e have defined what faith is, and we understand faith is not a
\

For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart

2 from works of the Law.

T o understand this, we must first understand why the law was given in the
first place. A common misconception is that (God first gave the law to see if
man could follow it Pechctly and in turn, be made righteous because of it.

T his thinking is nonsense, and makes it seem like (God made a mistake and
then had to change [is plans. (God knows the end from the beginning and
every decision we will make, (|s 46:10, 25:1,41:4,48:3, [Heb 6:17, 2T im 1:9).

Thcr@corc, God knew man would sin and Hc knew the Law could not make
anyone righteous. 50, what was the purpose of the Law?

Thcrc are three purposes for the Law

i. Jo make sin apparent andlead us to Christ, (Ga| 3.24, Rom %:20,
5:1%, 7:7)-
2. T omanifest Jesus in the flesh, (Jn i:14, (Gal 44, Rom 1:3).

3. T oestablish the guiclelines and rules for riglﬁteousness, in order that
Jcsus could fulfill them, (Matt 5:1 7, Rom3:31, Gal3:19,Col 2:19).

The law was sent to bring a knowleclge of sin, and to show people the need
for a savior; for the Mcssiah to be made manifest in the carth; to establish a
set of ordinances that had to be in Placc for Jesus to fulfill them and redeem

us from sin and death. For without the | aw, sinis not imPutecl, nevertheless,
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sin reignecl from Adam to Moses, but with no law to establish what sin was,

and more imPortantlg how to remit sin, (Rom 5:13-14).

TMLE sin mmen{’ am&\ éea% ws t ijid’,

(Gal3:24; Row 3:20, 5:13, 77)

Without the law we have no regulation for sin, and without any regulation,
man has no idea how corrupt he actually is. T herefore, this was the whole
purpose of the | aw. [t was then expanded by Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount to make this point, (Matt 5:17-48). T he Sermon on the Mount is not
the new standard to obtain righteousness. T hese rules are even harder and
more rigid than the [_aw. Apart from Jesus, this actually brings more
condemnation. So what is Jesus trying to tell us? [ e is telling us we need
Him. We need a Savior. We can’t do this on our own. T his is why the | aw
was sent, to show the need for a Savior. Since the [Tall of man, sin entered
into the world, and death by sin. Man became inherently corrupt, and the law
was sent to make sin apparent and show the need for a Savior, (Rom 4:14).
The intent of the |_aw was never to make man righteous. |t wasn't a surprise
to (God when man couldn't kecp the law. T he righteousness of the | aw was
never meant for man, the | _aw was made to show the effects of sin. T o man,
the | aw was a tutor, ((Gal 3:24), because it made sin apparent. (God had to
establish a basis for sin and then make a way to get rid of it. T his is why [e
created the law, to establish the guidelines for Jesus to fulfill. T he
righteousness of the |_aw was meant for Jesus, and Jesus alone, to fulfill.
Pecause Jesus was perfect and without sin, the |_aw was not a tutor to [im,
or a way to make sin apparent. | o Jesus it was power, and the power to
conquer sin and death. The Law is holy, righteous and good, (Rom
7:12). (God knew the only person capable of fulfilling the | aw was [His Son

Jcsus. Anc{ when Jcsus came to this earth the Law was not a hinclrancc,
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filled with condemnation, but it was power. Thel awis onlg weak thru sinful
F!esh, (Rom 8:6~‘1~), Jesus was the on13 one who could comPIete the law and
bring it to its full Potential, (1T im 1:8), thus Fu]lci”ing and cstablishing the | aw.

Romans 3:31- Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it

never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.

The law is not destroyed. Jesus, Himscl]c, said [e did not come to dcstroy
the law, but to fulfill it, Matt 5:1 7). Bg c]oing this [ e conqucrec{ sin and

cleath, and brought righteousness on all those who believe in [Him.

The Law doesn't make anyone rig}ﬂteous. ]t merelg established the rules for
righteousness in order that Jesus could fulfill them. T hru Jesus, the
rightcousncss of the | aw is administered to us thru grace 135 faith in Him.

Romans 8:4- so that the requirement of the Law might be
fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

T his doesn’t mean we must follow the |_aw to obtain righteousness, but
instead, have faith in Jesus knowing [He fulfilled the requirement of the | aw,
and paid for the condemnation of sin for those who believe in [Him. The [_aw
not only made sin apparent, but it also established a way to forgive and remit
sin. Scripture says, “without the shedding of blood, there is no
forgiveness of sins”, (Heb 9:22, Lev 17:11, Ex 29:21). T he | aw
established atonement thru the sacrifice of innocent blood. T his was a
foreshadow of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. | hru [is blood we have
the remission of sin. 1 Peter 1:18-20- '® knowing that you were not

redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  but with
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood
of Christ. ° For He was foreknown before the foundation of the

world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.
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Righteousness is now bg grace thru faith in _Jesus so the Promise can be in
accordance with grace and not works. r:or the Promisc was guarantccd to the
Seed, and thru the Seed, anyone who is a new creation in (Christ is ajoinb

heir and will receive the Promisc of eternal life thru inheritance.

tmni{ecfjecuc in@re 1%;;

gn 1:11; Gal £, Row 1:3)

The [aw not only had to establish sin and make a way for the forgiveness of
sin, it also needed to separate a chosen lincage to bring the Messiah into this
world. T his started with Abraham, before the | aw, making the promise of the
Messiah available to everyone who believes. T hen thru the lineage of
Abraham, (God set apart a chosen people to bring forth the Seed in whom
the promise of life was made, ((Gal 3:19). [For the promise wasn’t made to the
Jews, the chosen lincage, it was promised to Jesus. [e then made the
promise of eternal life available to all who believe, Jew and Gentile, again
clarifying that righteousness does not come thru the | aw but thru Jesus
Christ. God separated a chosen people, not for righteousness, but to bring
the Savior into the world. [t was the lineage of the Jews, thru Jacob, that the
Messiah was to come. T hus, the Jews were given the | aw to establish the
physical means of bringing Jesus into the carth. Galatians 4:4-5- 4 But

when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive

the adoption as sons.

For cxamplc, all the laws on o]cyccrings, (Lev 1~7), were a foreshadow of the

sacrifice Jesus would fulfill on the cross.



The laws of religious festivals were established )Coreshaclowing Jesus as the
Fassovcr Lamb. [His resurrection was foreshadowed thru the feast of first
fruits, and then the coming of the rﬂo|3 Spirit was foreshadowed as the feast
of Shavuot, also known as the Day of Pentecost, ([_ev 23).

T he laws of cleanliness and eating habits were established to preserve the
Iincagc, 50 Jcsus would be born healthg and disease wouldn’t dcstroy the
genea!ogg, (Lev P i~ 5).

| aws on immoral relations, ([_ev 18), laws Forbidc‘ing iclo!atrg, (Levi9), laws
Forbic{ding human sacrifice and immora|it3, (L ev20); all were to preserve the
Iincagc and set it aPart from the world.

cd—o_ed’o):&_;g@fe 6u29\e€ine< Mf)\ wéec for v teoucness (n ova\e»‘ga{’
Jecvc cou@\ {uélﬂi”_(’gem

(Matte5:17, Row 3:31, Gul 3:19, Col 2:19)

There is a common element in all three purposecs of the | aw, our Savior,
Jcsus. This third purposc was Jcsus’ mission on the earth. To fulfill the | aw
in order that its rightcous effects could be administered to all who believe in
[Him. [f the | aw had not been establishecl, the cross would have accomP!islﬁecl
nothing, because there would not have been a decree of ordinances
established that counted against us, (Col 2:14). Jesus had to come to this
earth, born as a man, born under the | aw, (Gal 4.4, and die as the final
sacrifice for sin, in order to pay the Price for our transgressions, and free us
from the condemnation of eternal damnation. SOmc cxamplcs of these

fulfillments are:



Deuteronomy 21:22-23- * “If a man has committed a sin worthy
of death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, # his
corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely
bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of
God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your

God gives you as an inheritance.

Galatians 3:13- Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,
having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS
EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”—

Notice these words in Galatians “foritis written”. [f it wouldn’t have been
written in the | aw, it would not have been cstablishcd, and Jcsus could not
have become a curse for us because there was not a law c{ccrccing it. T his
shows the awesome P!an of (God, established thousands oFgears in advance,

Preparing the Plan of reconciliation.

Another ordinance which had to be set in Place before Jesus could goto the
cross was a decree stating how sins would be Forgivcn. (God setforth alaw
that states “without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness

of sins”, (Heb g:22, Lev 17:11, Ex 29:21).

Inthese examples, of which there are many more, we have shown how the |_aw
established the guidelines for Jesus to fulfill, and in turn, allowed anyone who
believes in [Him to be forgiven their sins and made righteous. T he purpose of
the [_aw is now made evident, and one can see man is not justified by the
works of the | aw, because the law was never intended for man in the first
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Concerning Grace
Sy ~d

9C

-Ses

D

; \1«\@,“ e have discussed the work of (Christ and the meaning and role of
NS&T
%:ﬁﬁ Faith, now we must discuss (Grace. What is it and what does it do

K t "’,\Tj%" forus?
D g_\ J

T here are three t!’ﬁngs which must work togetl’ler in order for
one to be_justi?iecl.

i. T hework of Christ, [is death and resurrection, had to be
accomplished.

2. [aith must be activated by the Spirit illuminated Word of
God.

5. (Grace must be administered by our [igh Priest Jesus
Christ.

Girace is commonlg referred to as (God’s unmerited favor. Mcaning, the favor
of (God administered without any works or merits of our own. | his is true, but
itis not complete. Scripture also tells us: (Grace is the gigt of God, (EPH
2:8) ]t is a supematural force that surrounds us and enables us, (Rom 5:2,
6:14-15,2(Cor 12:19), and it is the means bg which we are saved and made
alivc, (EPE Z:5>.

C?’race icge Aee, unme*ri{’e% a«lp{’ o{ C?a% ﬁa\nc{wmina- ws wf(% ’@

vecw'»*ecﬁan(rau)ev {’ole ma&\e A&Ve u)i_{; m {m*evew‘

Faul tells us we are made alive bg the effects o{:grace. Ephesians 2:5- even

when we were dead in our transgressions, (God) made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).
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It is because of this Parenthetical Pl’lrase we understand how Power‘Fu! grace
is. e could have mere!g saicl, “He made us alive together with
Christ” and stoppcc{ thcrc, and this would have been enough forus to
believe and stand on. But he takes one more stcP to cxplain how we are made
alive together with Christ, “it is by grace you have been saved.”
because of this statement, we know the power of grace is what makes us alive
together with Christ. Romans 8:10-11- If Christ is in you, though the

body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of

righteousness. " But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit

who dwells in you.

[tis by grace that we have our hope in Whom one day we will be unified and
glorified with Jesus forever. |t is by grace we are raised up out of darkness
and translated into [His marvelous light, (1Fet 2:9, Col 1:13). It is by grace
you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may

boast, Eph 2:8-9.

Romans 4:16- For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be
in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed

to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father

of us all,

Jtis the grace of (God that reconciles us with C]ocl, and brings us into [is
family, (Rom »:24, 9:8, 8:29-30). Romans 8:14-17- * For all who are
being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. ¥ For you

have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but
you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry
out, “Abba! Father!” * The Spirit Himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God, 7 and if children, heirs also,
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heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer
with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

God's magnhcicent rescue from death, wrath, and bondage is all of grace.'
Thereis abso]ute]y nothing we can do to add to [is grace. Girace is
complctcly dcpcndcnt on the meritorious work of (Christ, and it is a free ghct
administered to us thru our }‘ligh Friest, Jesus Christ‘ Hebrews 8:1-3- !
Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a
high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, * a minister in the
sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
not man. ? For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts

and sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high priest also have

something to offer.

Hebrews 8:6- But now He has obtained a more excellent

ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better
covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.

Hebrews g:11-12- * But when Christ appeared as a high priest of
the good things to come, He entered through the greater and
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not
of this creation; * and not through the blood of goats and calves,
but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for

all, having obtained eternal redemption.

The Promisc of the inheritance of eternal life was Promiscd to the Seed of
Abraham, Jcsus Christ. This Promisc is only binc]ing between the [Father
and the Son and itis }33 (Grace that we are included in this Promise. Pecause

the covenant is onlg between the Fatl’ler and Jesus, it can never be broken. ]?

1'O’Brien, P. T. (1999). The letter to the Ephesians (p. 175). Grand
Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
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mankind were in any way liable }33 our works to uplﬁold this covenant, the first

man saved would have ruined the c{ea!,just as Adam did in the beginning.

T his covenant is bound between the [ather and the Son,
thercucorc, it will last forever. Now, thru our faith in
Jesus, we can Par‘ticipatc in the inheritance
of the new covenant, but it is thru the
free gift of grace administered
bg Jcsus to us that we
can receive the

Promise.

CRR 962
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Concerning the Bondage of the Will and Original Sin

3 >\ <D +2=

9C

esus has made [is rightcousness available to everyone who
believes in Him. He has made a way to eternal life with [im, and

Y givcn us a way to have eternal haPPiness and uncndingjoy in

22 Him. He has prepared the wedding feast, and invited all who
believe in [im to participate. |t is now our decision to accept this invitation.
T his is the one thing (God will not do for us. [T]e has done everything else, but
He will not force anyone against their will. (God wants a family, but [e only

wants those who Freelg choose Him.

T he act of the will is the same as an act of choosing or choice. [ very act of
the willis a choice of the soul. T he soulis an expression of the spirit thru the
corporeal being. Mankind is a spirit, it has a soul and it lives in a body. T he
spirit and the soul can never be separated. [However, the body can be
separated from the spirit and the soul, as is the case with everyone who has
died. T hose in heaven right now are waiting for their redemption as are we,
the adoption as sons, the glorification of our body and the final unification
with Jesus in [Him. T he soul’s choices and decisions are an expression of our
spirit, shown forth and manifested by our bodies, whether physical or
glorified.

QOur soul is our decision maker and the choices it makes reflect the inner man.
Ourgoal as (Christians is to be “like (Christ”. T his is what it means to be a
Christian. Jcsus said, “]Fﬂotl have seen Me you have seen the [Father”. Can
we say this about ourselves? ]TC you see me, you have seen the I:athcr?

Unxcortunatelg, not; and quite )Cranug ] am embarrassed to even compare
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mysel]cwith the [Father, and yet it gives [im the most Pleasure, and me

unendingjog, the closer | resemble [Him.

This process of trans)corming ourselves into a vessel, Portraging and
rcscmbling [His Iight, is the process of sanctification. Sanctification is not
Justigication. Ourjusthcication is secure in r’iim because it is not by any merit
of our own in which we are made riglﬁteous, but bg the work of Jesus on the
cross. Bg and thru _Jesus we are made rigl’]teous and anyone who confesses
Jcsus as | ord, and believes in their heart [e was raised from the dead, he
will be savcc{,Justhcicd and made rightcous, (Rom 10:9-10).

(God has given us free will, but free will does not give us the power, or ability,
to do good works unto salvation; it merely allows you to choose Jesus and
humble yourself to [fim. No man can say Jesus is |_ord except by the [Holy
Spirit and no man can justify himself by his works. The only free will a man

has iS to Cl"lOOSC WI"lOm ]’16 Wlll Scerve.
- 1\&’ manlzinx;ac JEMMM -

Pecause of the [Tall, mankind is so corrupt it cannot make the decision to
choose (God. Martin | _uther called this the bondage of the will. [He believed
the will of man was so corrupted by sin, man could not choose (God on his
own. So, if the only way to eternal life is to choose Jesus, but that free
choice is so corrupt it cannot and will not choose [im, then man is caught in a
terrible and seemingly hopeless paradox that can only end in death and
destruction. Martin | _uther saw this ProHem and knew the answer didn’t lie
within ourselves, but in (God. (God would create a \WWay when there was no
otherway. T herefore, he believed (God had predestined the clect and pre-
ordained those who would choose [Tim. Allowing only the free will choice to
be available to those [Te predestined into [is grace. T hese chosen people,

endowed with the grace of Gocl would then accePt Jesus as their personal
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Savior, thus onlg a”owing those who were Pre&estined to be Partakers of

[His Promise‘ This was Martin Lutl—uer’s solution to the corrupted will.

| respect Martin [ utherimmensely, and even though | agree with him that
mankind was corrupted by the [7all, and cannot choose (God while he is under
the bondage of sin, | differ from his opinion of predestination, because |
believe (God does give us the choice to choose [Him of our own free will. |
believe (God made salvation available to all who believe, and [Tis redemptive
plan includes us being able to choose [Tim freely; but, | agree, there is a major
hurdle in the way. Our soul is in bondage because of sin, so how can mankind
be freed from this bondage in order to choose Jesus? T his is a topic about
which many great scholars have written hundreds of pages. | will try to sum up

my oPinion in a much condensed version.

In the beginning, Gocl created Aclam and Eve and gave them the Garc{en of
[” den to cultivate and to live in. God placed the tree of the knowledge

of good and evil in the garden and commanded that from any
tree in the garden he may freely eat, but the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil he shall not eat, for in the day that

he will eat from it, he will surely die, (Gen 2:16-17). Satan,
disguised as a serpent, tempted [ ve and created doubt by asking a
question. | he serpent said, “Has God said, “You shall not eat from
any tree of the garden’?” [~ ve knew the correct answer and replied,
“From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God has
said, “You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.”” T he
serpent then replied to [~ ve with an outright lie saying, “You surely will
not die! For God knows that in the day you eat from it, your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good

and evil.”
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As we all know, [ ve took the fruit, seeing that it was good to eat and gave
some to her husband, Adam, who was with her. Notice Adam wasn’t off in
the garden somewhere, he was right there with [~ ve, hearing every word
Satan was saying. | he only difference, we learn from Paul in his first letter to
Timothy 2:14, he says the woman was deceived, but Adam was not.

Nonetheless, theg both ate the fruit and fell into transgression.

Scripture says, after t!ﬂeg ate the fruit, their eyes were oPened, and t!'reg
knew thcy were naked. T hru this transgression, thcg gaincc{ an intimate
knowlcdgc of sin, and instantly the curse of sin corruPtcd the entire creation.

Isaiah 45:7- The One forming light and creating darkness,
causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who
does all these.

Calamity came as a result of giving man free will and choice. God knew if [He
were to give Adam a choice, it would result in sin. T his was part of (God's
plan. [He used the choice of free will to show there is only One Way, and it is
Jesus. Man cannot do it on his own. [ e must have a Savior. | he conviction
of sin will drive one away from self-reliance and toward trust in (God, and the

Promisc of the Christ.

So, itis very important to remember this was not a surprise to God. GGod
knew they would sin, and yet e wanted [is children to have the free choice
to serve [im. T his is only conjecture, but | think they could have gained an
understanding of evil and sin without actually eating the fruit. [t wasn’t the
fruit itself that was corrupt, it was disobedience that allowed sin to enter. |
believe, as Adam cared for the tree and cultivated it, without eating it, (God
would have taught them good and evil, and they would have known sin without
having to have actually committed it. Nevertheless, that didn’t happen, and
God knew it wouldn’t happen, so sin came into the world and death by sin.

T he corruption of sin didn’t stop there, but Scripture tells us death spread
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to all men, (Rom 5.1 Z), even over those who had not sinned. Even t}'lougl’l the
| _aw had not been established to imPute sin, nevertheless, sin reignecl inevery
person because the corruPtion of sinwas in the seed, (Rom 5:14). For all

have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, (Rom 3:23).
T herefore, Jcsus had to be born of a virgin, made bg the seed of the f'iol\lj

Spirit, because the seed of man was corrupted by sin, and even though
Jesus had never sinned [Himself, | e would have been born with sin.
Therefore, the uncorrupted seed of (God was the only way to bring Jesus
into the this physical realm as a perfect man. So, even if someone could
follow the |_aw perfectly, without sinning, (which is impossible of itself), but
say forinstance if it were possible, this person would still be a sinner, because

!’16 WOUId have been born {:rom sin }D3 the COFFUPth seed OF man.

Therefore, all men are corrupt by nature and cannot choose (God in this
reprobate state. | he corruption of original sin made it impossible for the
human soul to choose (God. T he soul had become cold and unregenerate,
only loving the darkness, and hating the light. A cold, unregenerate soul does

not want to and cannot choose GocL

Romans s:12- Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into
the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men,

because all sinned—

John 3:19-20- " “This is the judgment, that the Light has come
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the

Light, for their deeds were evil. * “For everyone who does evil
hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his
deeds will be exposed.

1 John 2:11- But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness
and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
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Romans 8:7- Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward
God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not
even able to do so,

John 3:3- Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of

God.”

As you can see from the handful of scripture above, mankind has a big
problem, and this is why | _uther chose predestination as the way man could
be saved from this paradox. Put | disagree that [His children had to abandon
this free will choice, and (God was forced to make the choice for Himself by
predetermining those who would be made righteous. | believe (God wants us
to be able to choose [Him willingly and Freelg,)’ust as [ e gave Adam and [T ve
the free choice in the garden. So, the question is, how can man get past the
hurdle of the corrupted soul not being able to choose (God for himself?

T here are those, like Aristotle and Felagius, who say original sin did not
corrupt all men, but it is the individual sin of a person which corrupts him.

T hus, a”owing a person, }33 his own free wi”, without the assistance of God's
grace, to attain moral Per{:ection. We can prove this unscriptural bﬂ re)cerring
to the verses above, therefore this is not the answer to the bonclage of the

will. The short answer, in which | will focus the next several pages, is~

M\ are <awe9\1:) C?a&{; awace,‘c‘;eg\ :Dn‘oa% n ow_;em*{’cgvu {a@
inje;ua:jge‘;emina ang\ un%ﬂc{’ang\ina- o%ejm}rﬁme

Somehow (God had to create in our soul a sPark of life to allow us to choose
[Him. [He did this bg giving us [His life giving Word, which then allows faith to
stir our hearts and ignite a sPark in our soul to then be able to choose Jesus.

Thc answer to the bonclage of the willis His \/\/orcl. His Word, which has the
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most power, is most glorious and has the greatest aut!ﬁoritg, even above [is
Name. Psalm 138:2b- For You have magnified Your word above all

Your name.

C?oa\,c Mm\ was @Ancwe»‘ t owr]vona\o.a'e!

Justiﬁcation comes bg faith alone in the meritorious work of (Christ.

[Faith is the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a
result of hearing and understanding the Seripture. |t is not something earned.
T he efficacious enablement of faith is accessed when one hears the
Sceripture and understands it. One can hear the Scripture in several ways: it
can be read directly from [is written \Word, it can be heard by listening to
His written Word, or it can be spoken as a rhema Word from (God. [Hearing
the Word can come from it being taught and preached, communicated orally
in some fashion that will ignite a spark of life in the soul, thus allowing the
corrupted soul to confess with the mouth Jesus is |_ord. T his confession
enables the unregenerate spirit to believe Jesus was raised from the dead for
his justification. T his invites the [oly Spirit into the human spirit making the
old corrupted spirit a new creation in (Christ. |t is this spark of faith which

ignites the soul and allows it to make the decision to_justhcication.

Romans 10:8-10- But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU,
IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”—that is, the word of
faith which we are preaching, ? that if you confess with your
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved; * for with the heart a
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth

he confesses, resulting in salvation.

This sPark of faith that ignites our soul when we hear and understand the
Scripture is lit b9 the fire of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 3:11- “As for me, I
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baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming
after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His
sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

The corruPtcd human soul, in bondagc to sin, is looking fora way to obtain
complctc happincss. But the onlg Placc it knows to look is in the world. T he
world offers Pleasure, but it is not true P|easure. T he sinful nature thinks the
things of this world can give it happiness; worldly things like a new car, a new
house, new clothes, clrugs, alcohol, fornication, Pornographg, angt!ﬂing to
satisucy the aPPctitc for the flesh. But it will soon find out those things are
on!g a temPoral fix. None of these tlﬁings can give true eternal happiness and
uncnc{ingjog. The or\|3 way to eternal happincss, ancljoy that never ends is
thru Jesus, (Ps 16:11, Jni5:11).

So here we have man, unregenerate, bound in sin, looidng fora way to true
happincss, and someone comes along ta|l<ing about Jcsus. Hc starts to tell
the lost man there is a way to eternal haPPiness. r‘le tells him Jesus loves us
so much [Te died for us and made it possible by believing in [im his sins
would be Forgiven‘ T hru this man Jesus, all the terrible things he has done in
his life while scarching for complctc happincss from the world can be washed
away and Forgivcn. A\ chance to start new as a new man, borm~again in_Jesus.
This hope in_Jesus is the sParl( that will ignite the soul to choose to believe.
This li¥c~giviﬂg word of (God, tc”irxg the story oFJcsus, will give the lost soul
enouglﬁ faith to grab hold of the hand of Gocl, and accept the free ghct of
grace bestowed on him. He acccpts this grace bg first comccssing Jesus is

| _ord, which in turn allows the sPirit bg faith to accept the ghct oggrace, and
believe in their heart Jesus was raised from the dead for thcirjusthcication.
Thatis all it takes for the spark to ignite. T his word of (God Prcachcc{ gives
the soul enouglﬂ faith for the person, if he c}wooses, to have ears to hear and
understand the love oFJcsus. Jcsus loves us so much e died for us, and
was raised from the dead so we could have eternal HaPaness with [im. THS

awakens the souljust cnough for man to choose Jesus, to believe in his heart
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Jesus was raised from the dead, and all his sins have been Paic{ forand

washed clean bg the blood of Jesus, rcsulting injustilcication.

Without the Word of (God, there is no hoPc for mankind. God's Word is the
only avenue for an unregenerate soul to have the ability to choose
Goc{. Without the Worc{, man does not have

ears to hcar, he cannot choose to

believe unless the Word of
Godis cxposcd to

his soul.
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Concerning Gvangelical Free Will:

the Freedom in Christ
“+ >\ <9 3o

9C

S \m‘, reedom in (Christ is established as a result of l’xearing,
te<xn \é unc{crstanding, and obcying the 5Pirit illuminated Word of

understanding, and obeging the gosPeI.

Justiﬁcation, as a result of our free decision, is the acceptance of God's free
ghct of grace. Accepting this ghct is not a meritorious work. | he decision to
choose Jesus doesn’t contradict grace. Jtis merelg accePting God's gigt to

us, not bg our works but solclg on the work oFJcsus.

The freedom of choice, and evangelical free will are very different than
Pelegianism. Pelegianism believes with free will comes good works that merit
salvation. [~ vangelical free will states, man has free will to choose Jesus
because of the Spirit lluminated Word of (God, but it is still by grace thru
faith by which we are saved. T he work of Jesus on the cross is the only work
that mcritsjusthcication. As we have stated previously, the human will could
not make this decision for Jesus if it were not for the \Word and the influence
of the [Holy Spirit on the Word to enable faith in that person. [Faith is the
ability to choose the grace of (God as a result of hearing and understanding
the Scripture.

FCOPIC cannot choose to have faith in (God unless thcg hear the Spirit~
illuminated Word of (God; but all Pcoplc when thcg hear the Word of (God,
(whichis alwags illuminated }33 the rﬂo|5 SPirit), have, at that moment, the

free choice of whether or not to have faith in (Christ. Predestination is not
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involved at all. T he effectiveness of the Spirit’s callis contingent upon the

free response of the individual human will2.

(God calls us and invites us into [is Familg !39 the evange!ica! Word. THe
majority of those who come to Goc[ usua”y have the Word of God Preachcc{
or spokcn to them. [t is thru [is Word that each of us are drawn to [im. e

does not force [Himself on anyone, but e makes [Himself available to all.

John 6:44- “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent

Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

John 12:32- “And [, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men to Myself.”

All thru scripture, (Godis constant13 using miracles, metaP!’]ors and types to
foreshadow future events. | he miraculous catch of fish with the clisciples is a

Pchcct cxamplc of God c{rawiﬂg us to T'iim.

John 21:6- And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand
side of the boat and you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then

they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of

fish.

Matthew 4:19- And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men.”

(God has always used men to act as [is mouthpiece to draw Peop!e to [Him.
Inthe Old T estament these were [Tis prophets. Now, under the New
(ovenant, [ e has setin Place a five category ministry system, (Eph 40 1),
to draw Peop!c to [Him thru [is word; still choosing to use men as [is fellow-
workers, (1Cor 3:9).

2 Graybill, Evangelical Free Will, ch 9, page 289
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Romans 16:25-26- » Now to Him who is able to establish you
according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept
secret for long ages past, ** but now is manifested, and by the

Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of

the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading
to obedience of faith;

[tis so amazing that (God would trust something as important as the
administration of [is Word resulting in the salvation of mankind to us. We
are imperfect PcoPle who can, and will, mess things up and get in the way, but
(God doesn't see itlike that. T he process of us working with [fim brings [im
Pleasure. tis not only the final comP|etecl act of salvation (God is interested
in. [He loves spending time with us on the journey in the plan of redemption,
working with us every step of the way to bring as many people into [Tis
kingdom who will accept [im.

Romans 10:13-15- % for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” * How then will they call on Him

in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him

whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a
preacher? s How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it
is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO
BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”

Acts 8:30-35- * Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” »
And he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?”...

3 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this
Scripture he preached Jesus to him.

1 Corinthians 2:12-16- * Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know
the things freely given to us by God, * which things we also
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speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual
words. ... ® For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD,
THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.

Evo.nae&caé free u)i” icge {Teea\ow of Cgﬁd’ gremﬁna inge ;ouf
as a 'recué{’ o@ewina, una\e'rcﬁmg\ina, Mf)\ Acc?r ma@fej(rifri{’
i”umina{éa\ Mm\.

Galatians 5:1- It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore

keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of

slavery.

John 8:32- and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.”

Jesus gave us this freedom to )Cirst, choose to believe in [im and [is
glorious work on the cross. Secondlg, we must use this free will to keep
choosing Him in every decision we have while we are on this earth. This leads
us to sanctification. As we make the decisions to choose the things of God,

the f”]olg SPirit is working within us to scparate and set us apart from the sin
of the world.

Galatians 5:13- For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do

not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another.

(se this freedom to love and regard others as more important than yourself.
[Have the same attitude in yourself that was also in Christ Jesus; that [e
humbled [Himself to the will of the [Father and became obedient to death on
the cross, (FPhil 2:5, 8).
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Hebrews 2:14-15- * ... through death He might render powerless
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  and might
free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all
their lives.

Romans 8:2- For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
set you free from the law of sin and of death.

As believers in Jesus thru His grace, we therexcore, do not have any
condemnation of sin, (Rom 8:1). Jesus Paid the Price for all sin and, }33

accepting [His free ghct of grace, we are made free from the bonclage of sin.

(God created mankind with the necessity of serving a master. After the [Fall,
man became sub_ject to the bonclage of sin rather than being enslaved to
God. Bccausc of sin, the fundamental desire to serve Goc{ was corruptcc{
and man became a servant to sin, subject to the bondagc of sin. But now that

Jesus has come, we have a choice to serve [{im. Jesus said

® “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest. ¥ “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST
FOR YOUR SOULS. * “For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light”, Matthew 11:28-30.

Jesus wants us to bind ourselves with [im, yoke ourselves and connect with
Him. Anchor our soul to [Him by hope, (Feb 6:19), and be enslaved to Him;
humbling ourselves to [im by making Jesus the | ord of ourlives. T o be a
servant of Jesus Christ is to put all your trust and hope in [im, because [e
cares and loves us so much that [e gave [Tis life so we might have an eternity

of HaPPiness and ever!asting_jog with [Him.

Bg choosing Jesus, we are freed from sin and connected to [Jim thru grace.
The T‘lolg SPirit then has access to our sPirit, and we are made a new
creation in (Christ Jesus. Our spirit, thru the work of the }‘[olg Spirit in us,
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bears the fruit of the SPirit‘ Which then results in sanctification, Ieacling to a
g!orious and future resurrection of our bodies, which is the acloPtion as sons,

the g!orhcicatior\ of our bodies, united in [im forever.

Romans 6:22- But now having been freed from sin and enslaved
to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and

the outcome, eternal life.

Jtis the c{aily decision, as a result of }Dcing made free in Christ and obtaining
afree evangelical will, that we can choose to stand firm, be cliligent, and press

toward the Prize of the high ca”ing

C?oa\,c u)o'r&\ &« Avo.iéolée t Aéé,@fuc GA@VA{{M\ s {o'r Aéé AN&\ t Aéé
gem@fa{’le&eve, not’ onéj@foce ;Ecjaveleewea\ecﬁneg\.

Romans 10:11-13- For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN
HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 2 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
abounding in riches for all who call on Him; % for “WHOEVER
WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

Titus 2:11- For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all men,

1 Timothy 2:3-6- 3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Savior, * who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. s For there is one God, and one mediator
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ¢ who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper

time.

Romans 5:18-19- ® So then as through one transgression there
resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of

righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. ™ For
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as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will
be made righteous.

While we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly. Jesus made [is
righteousness available to all who believe. Righteousness was offered to all
men. Offering implics a decision, something that can be accepted or re_jectecl‘
The promise of the gospel was offered to all men, it is only those who accept
the invitation that are given the free gift. Jesus’ parable of the wedding feast
is a perfect cxamplc, (Matt 22:1-14, | k 14:16-24).

To make the Promiscs of the Gospcl on|3 available to the elect would make
God rcsponsiblc for evil and reprobation, (the rejection of GGod resulting in

condemnation to eternal damnation).

T he total control of (God both in the Plﬁgsical and spiritua! realms results in

two errors:

i. |t makes (God resPonsible for evil. [t makes (God choose who gets to
live with [Tim forever and who is damned to hell without any
consideration of personal choices or actions.

2. [FGod were in total control of all things, even temporal things, it
removes the responsibility of people and their actions, making them

free of any unrulg behavior and Putting the blame on Gocl.
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Jtis (God’s will that all be saved, thusjustiﬁcation ultimately depends on our
free choice to choose to believe in Jesus. T he belief that only God chooses
the elect takes all rcsPonsibiIitg from the person. We are still saved by grace
thru faith, not of any of our merits or works, but Christ alone. [owever, our
responsible decision allows grace to save us. |f the responsibility of choice is

not aPPIied tojustigication, it would result in chaos.

Men would do and act however theg want because there would be no
effect to their decisions. Such thinking is not the will
of (God. (God did not create robots with no
decision-making ability. [ e wants
a Fami!g who will choose

[Him and love
[im.

CANCE NIV
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Concerning Predestination
°+ Coy<~d 3o

9C

not onlg responsiHe for those who have eternal li]ce, but also for
clccting who goes to hell; when it is (God’s will that all men be saved. 1

Timothy 2:3-6- 3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Savior, * who desires all men to be saved and to come to the

knowledge of the truth. s For there is one God, and one mediator
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ¢ who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper

time. (God is not responsible for evil and it is not (God damning people into
hell apart from their own will. |t is the)’udgment of sin, based on their choices
that sends people to hell. Those who believe in Jesus have their sins
forgiven, therefore they are judged righteous thru the blood of Jesus and are

grantcd eternal life.

[redestination is not (God choosing who lives in eternity with [{im, and who is
condemned to eternal damnation. Jtis simP|9 the foreknowledge of (God, who
knows the end from the beginning and made [Tis plan for the redemption of
man according to who would choose [im and who would reject [Him. e
knows every decision we will ever make and has formulated [is plan to include
us. [is will is going to be done, we cannot do anything to change [is plan,
but we can choose at what level we want to participate. Do you want to sit on
the bench on the sidelines? Are you in the bleachers or the parking lot? Or
are you in the game, on the field, making a difference for the kingdom of
(God? T hese are all our decisions, and (God knows the outcome of each of
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them. [He uses our involvement, and includes us in [is Plan setin Place
before the foundation of the world. T his is how much [e loves us. T he fact
that He would even think of invo|ving us in somcthiﬂg as imPortant as the

rcc{cmption of man, and the reconciliation of r’iis gamily, is astour\ding.

F]’NHIP Mc!anchthon had another way to look at Prcclcstination which | quitc
like. He stated, Preclestination is not Precletermination of a person’s clesting
and their decisions, but the Predeterminecl outcome of (God’s universal

Promiscs to all mankind.

|t has been the assumption that Preclestination is focused on the individual,
when instead Predcstination is the Predctcrmincd effect of bclicving in_Jesus.
God Prec{cstincd the effect of faith in Jesus to be the administered free gigt
oxcgrace to the believer. Jtis not the individual person that has been
Predeterminec{, but the result of faith in Jesus, a”owing them to Participate in
a Prec{ctcrmincc{ elect group called the Church. Thc Church has been

Prec{cstincd, and all who believe in Jesus can Participatc in the elect Church;
the true universal (Church, the }30(313 of Christ.

T he decision to accept God’s free ghct o)cgrace is afree choice to anyone,
but the result of that decision, has a Predestined result. Forinstance, if a man
chooses to acccpt Jcsus and the free ghct of grace, the Prcdctcrmincd
outcome to that decision is rightcousncss and evcrlasting life with Jesus.
T]ﬁough (God was at work injusthcication, the elect were those who
cooPeratecl with (God, and Freelg, of their own wills, chose to accept His
Promises‘ Tl‘le electis a Precleterminecl categorg of those PeoPle who
choose (God. Not ncccssarﬂy a Predcstination of an elect individual.
Elcction rcPrcscntcd God’s mercy, or grace, which came to us in the form of

Promises in the Word illumined bg the Spirit,a.

3 Graybill, Evangelical Free Will, ch 8 page 246
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Romans 8:29-30- * For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that
He would be the firstborn among many brethren; * and these

whom He predestined, (thosc whom HC foreknew that would receive the
Predestfned result of [His grace) He also Caued; and these whom He

called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also
glorified.

1 Corinthians 2:7- but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the
hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our

glory;

Ephesians 1:5- He predestined us ([ e predetermined the result of grace
to anyone who should receive [Tis free gift) to adoption as sons through

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His

will,

Ephesians 1:11- also we have obtained an inheritance, having been

predestined (partakers of [His predetermined result of grace) according
to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His
will,

In the defense against predestination, Melanchthon stated, the hardening of
Pharaoh’s heart was not a direct shaping of the will, but rather (God letting
Pharaoh make his own decisions to act in a manner he naturally desired. (God
gave him over to a reprobate mind; letting him go to his own choices and
desires, (Rom 1:28, L ph4:19). T he same can be true for Judas |scariot.
Judas was not destined to be the betrayer without his free will choice, but it
was the foreknowledge of (God that knew the decisions Judas would make
and in turn, (God selected Judas to be the betrager as a result of his

Persona[ decisions.
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“but there are some oucgou who do not believe.” For Jcsus knew from the

beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was

that would Eetrag [Him. ¢ And e was saying,

“For this reason | have said to you, that no
one can come to Mc unless it

has been granted him
from the Fathcr.”

John 6:64~
65

GCeREC_~96 =0
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Concerning Philosophy and human reason
e | N J 3

9C

PG hilosophy can be hchmcul in urxdcrstanding the scripturcs, but
Philosophy alone, as Aristotle teaches, cannot save one’s soul.

The human soul can learn both to create, and maintain orcler,

and to bring about the !(now|eclge of sin and understand the
need for a Savior, but this head knowlcc{ge is not enough for one to be born

again.

1 Corinthians 2:14- But a natural man does not accept the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

The key to breaking thru this corruption is God’s Word, [Taith, and [is
Grace. After this, one can put to work the temporal ideas of philosophy.
FPhilosophy, when defined as grammar and rhetoric (the art of speaking or
writing effectively): such as the study of writing or speaking as a means of
communication or persuasion, and dialectics (any systematic reasoning,
exposition, a method of examining and connecting other scripture and
references to clarify and explain a topic), is absolutely essential to the study
of the Bible. But again, philosophy alone does not make one perfect, they
are merely tools we can use to expand our knowledge of the scripture. [t is the

Word of (God alone that can give us this sparl( and ignite the soul to choose

God.

Language and rhetoric are temporal containers of sPiritual truth. Pelow is a

quote from Martin Luther, he said:
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“Mgfowéuawaeg, we m@\ noBhave Teceiveg\ge G?reé...
Wuoﬁ“ are The Shealh Gt conthins The ;woﬁ\ o{@fej(ra&;@rej are The
CAgLek@fA{/aw&\g@fe iewe&;@fej are The ve«eé’@fﬂo@\fée wine; Mﬁ\,
as Hhe Cmﬁeé mj;,g(ej are The backett in Which e loaves MS\ {hes are

Lﬁ’m lﬂeea\ge mémf)\e.”

The Phgsica[ mind is necessary in un&erstancling the things of God, but it
must be put in the correct order. ] he Phgsica| mind and Phi!osophg must

complcmcnt and suPPort the bible, not char\ge or alter the mcaning of the

bible.

|f Phi[osophy and human reason without the guidance of the f'iol\lj Spirit tries

to take Precec{ence of the scriptures, there are three fatal errors that ensue:

i, |ttries to achieve its own righteousness thru works and not the works
of Christ.

2. |ttries to change the spirit, when only the blood of Jesus and the
Holy Spirit can make a man a new creation.

5. [Human reasoning is selfish and does not regard others as more
important than itself, thus it does not see the Plan of (God ordo
anything to bring the body of Christ together in unity by love.

Human reasoning will alwags force its way onto a person.

Human will in its natural, unguarded form will create chaos. T his is why Paul

says to obey government, (Rom 13:1-7), because even in bad government

and rule, even if that government is imprisoning and killing Christians, it is still

maintaining order so the people do not create chaos. T he human will must be

reined in. | he best way is by the [Holy Spirit, but not all accept [Him so (God
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had to put carnal, temporal Ieaclership in Place to govern the ungoc”g. This
can seem very bad, esPeciaHg for Christians, but the sugerings and
Pcrsccution that can arise because of bad |Cac16rship, or a corrupt
government, can actua”y lead to Furthcring the gospcl instead of hindcring it.
We see this from Paul’s writings to the Fl’xihppians, 2 Now I want you to

know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the

greater progress of the gospel, 3 so that my imprisonment in the

cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole
praetorian guard and to everyone else, " and that most of the

brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment,

have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear,
Philippians 1:12-14.

Another example of corrupt leadership that secemed to create a hindrance to
the gospel, but instead aided in its furtherance and progression, was the
martyrdom of Stephen. |n the book of Acts we are told Stephen is stoned
to death for preaching the gospel and because of this persecution, they all
flee from Jerusalem. [ ittle did they know at the time, this scattering actually
led to the disbursement of the gospcl over the known world. T his persecution
gave the gospel the launch that otherwise may have taken years to

accomplish Acts 8:1-4- And on that day a great persecution began

against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began ravaging the church,
entering house after house, and dragging off men and women,

he would put them in prison. 4 Therefore, those who had been

scattered went about preaching the word.

This proves in all things, we must trust (God. [t is not (God creating

Pcrsccution, but c{csPitc the Pcrsecution, God's grace will abound.
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Romans 8:28- And we know that all things work together for

good to those who love God, to those who are called according

to His purpose.

thn Pcrsccution arises from those who have not found God; from those
still corruptec{ bﬂ sin, those who are hostile toward the things and Pcop!e of
Gocl; stay rooted and grounclecl in is Promises‘ Knowing this: Romans

8:18- ... that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Luke 21:16-18- 1® “But you will be betrayed even by parents and

brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you
to death, 7 and you will be hated by all because of My name. *®
“Yet not a hair of your head will perish.

James 1:2- Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter

various trials,

Hebrews 10:32-34- 3 But remember the former days, when, after

being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings ...

and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that

you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.

FHuman reasoning and philosophy apart from (God is so selfish, that it will
always choose itself over anything else. Put when the soulis sanctified and
sct apart from the corrupt things of the world; when its focus is on the things
of (God and not of the corruptecl self, the [Holy Opirit can start to create in
the regenerate soul the | rue K nowledge and Wisdom of (God. We start to
gain an understanding into the things of (God and our carnal mind starts to
grasp the things of (God. We start to comprehend the incomprehensible,
because of the Wisdom working within us.

Ephesians 3:18-19- ... able to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, ¥ and to
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know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

(God shares the cleep things to those who dehgl’lt in [Tim. The mystery of the
cross and [is redcmptivc P!an that was hidden in [im since before the
foundation of the wor|c[; and f'ic has now revealed them to us by f'iis 5Pirit.

For who has known the mind of the Lord, that He
will instruct him? But we have
the mind of Christ,
1 Corinthians
2:16

GRE~ 699

~ 60 ~



The Process of Obtaining Freedom in Christ

3 >\ <D +2=

9C

elowis a summary of what we have learned from the above
document. ]t isa step bﬂ steP exPIanation of the process to

R2 K obtaining freedom in Christ, guiding us from the bondagc of sin

to the Pchcct law of Iibcrty, aPPortionec[ in five stcPs:

Step 1- born into sin

[Cvery person starts their life with a spirit which is lifeless and dead, and a
soul that is corrupted, bound and enslaved to sin, (Rom 5:12, 6:20,8:7, 1 [ im
1:15). The soulis corrupted and bound, but it is not dead. T he spirit,
however, is dead and must be cut off, buried, and made a new creation. T he
soul was never meant to be its own master. (God created man as a spirit
intending it to be the driving force of life, (Rom 8:6). Put now, because of sin,
the spiritis dead and useless. |t can no longer control the soul, leaving the
corrupted soul no other choice but to serve the sinful nature, (Matt 6:24).
Pecause the soulis not dead, but in bondage, it still has a will to choose, but
the ability to choose is restricted and bound. [t is dominated by the sinful
nature, and obligates the soul to be enslaved to it. Mankind was created to
worship and please (God through his humble obedience and faith, but
because of the corrupting effects of sin, these inherent tendencies are now
twisted and reprobate, choosing the things of selfishness, loving the darkness
and hating the light, (Jn 2:19). Mankind has a (God-gjven, fundamental
tendency to seek happiness and joy. T his is what every single person is
trying to find in life. T he question all people have is, “what is my purpose in
this life? T he principal answer to this question is:
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When we Please T‘llm, itinturn glves us the Fu”est_jog and most complete
haPPiness we could ever find because we are ﬂ;l]ci”ing our purpose. Tl’le

reason so many PCOPIC are unhappﬂ is because thcy are not Participating in

God’s Plaﬂ for mankind.

Qour soul has this innate yearning to please (God, whether the person knows
it or not, but it is held in bondage by the corruption of sin. Sin has twisted
true happiness ancljog into the selfish deeds of the flesh, thus making it
impossible to please (God.

Romans 8:5-8- 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature
think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the
Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. ¢ So letting
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting

the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the
sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s

laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under

the control of their sinful nature can never please God.

While we were yet sinners, (while we were under the obligation to do what the
sinful nature urged us to do), Christ died for the ungodly. [e made a way
when there was no other way. (God declared an end to the control of sin over
all those that accept the free gift of grace by giving [lis Son as a sacrifice
for sin. T hru the life-giving Word of (God, and the power of the [Holy Spirit,
Christ has set us free, being made a curse for us. And though [e knew no

sin, [He became sin for us, that we could be made the righteousness of GGod

in Him, (Gal 3:13, 5:1,2Cor5:21).
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Step 2- the Life-Giving Word of God

T!’xere are those PeoPle who have completelg given themselves over to the
sinful nature. T!’leregore, when the Word of Goa is taug!ﬁt and Preaclﬁec{,
those Pcop]c choose not to accept the T ruth. Thcg continue with their own
lives, unwi”ing to give up the Pleasures of this world, deceived into thinking the
things of this world can give them happincss. These are thcy that have a hard
heart of unbelief, (Matt 13:15,19, [Heb 3:12-13%). Theg have rejectecl God
to the point [ e has no choice but to let them go to their reprobate mind. Not
bg [is choice, but the choice of that individual, (Rom 1:28, EPH 4:19).
Romans 10:16- However, they did not all heed [obey] the good

news; for Isaiah says, "Lord , who has believed our report ?"

But others hear the Word, and have a yearning inside to know more and
understand what this Ihce—giving Word is oﬁcering. (God does not will anyone
to Perislﬁ, (i Tim 2:4). e sent [is Son, and Paid the ultimate Price to
redeem us from the bondage of sin, but [He cannot make this choice forus.

T he decision must come from our own free will. But our soul has been
corruptcc{ bg sin, and is not able to choose God. He, therefore, draws us to
[Him bg His Worc{, and the Promise of the Savior. [He wants to show us [is
kindness and gooc{ncss, knowing His goodncss leads us to repentance, (Rom
2:4). He has givenus a hopc on|3 foundin Jesus. A hopc secure and
steadfast, able to give eternal happiness and unenclingjog to those that find
and choose [Tim.

|f the man sees the need for a Savior, and hears with their ears the goocl
news, (Matt 1%:15-1 6), the bound soul will yearn for the hope in Jesus, but it
cannot Pcrsuadc the sinful nature. |tis restricted to act or progress toward
changing its corruptccl state on its own. (God sees the inner man craving the
freedom, but is still bound bg sin. | his desire, this hope in the Savior, is
enouglﬁ for (God to break the chains that bind us. Qur hoPe in _Jesus breaks

us free from the restrictive constraints, a”owing us to make the decision to

choose Jcsus. Hc will raise us up, and redeem our retched soul from
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destruction. Isaiah 30:18- Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious

to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on
you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those
who long for Him.

[Faith comes bﬂ hearir\g, accepting, and obeging the word of (God, (Rom
P0:i 7). [Faith is the substance of our hope in His Word, ([Heb 11:1).

7;; M icge éilpe—aivina {m‘cega{’ wién@ealzgelona\oﬁe o\[’—(%e
u)i” ang\ aivege cwége aD:i&{’j {’ole&eve injew;, Ar\&\
accfr{’ge free a-ilg{’o{ am«:e.

John 6:63- The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort
accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you

are spirit and l1fe (Words that can free you from the bondage of sin‘)

Romans 8:2- And because you belong to him, the power of the
life-giving Spirit has freed yvou from the power of sin that leads
to death.

Nahum 1:13- Now I will break the yoke of bondage from your

neck and tear off the chains of ... oppression.”

Isaiah 9:4*- For you (Jesus) will break the yoke of their slavery

and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.

Psalms 40:2- He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out of the

mud and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground and steadied

me as [ walked along.

Psalms 69:14- Rescue me from the mud; don’t let me sink any
deeper! Save me from those who hate me, and pull me from

these deep waters.
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Ephesians 3:16- that He would grant you, according to the riches
of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit

in the inner man,

|f the person who hears the Word of (God turns away, he denies the hopc in
Jesus. T his man will not receive angthing as a result of his hard heart.
T”]owever, the man who hears the Worcl, and understands the need for a

Savior; even t!'lough he cannot act on his desires, this ignites his soul with

faith. [Faith, or in other words, the substance of hopc in God, (Heb 11:1),is
mixed with the Word of (God, Cnabling his soul to believe in Jcsus, and
accept the free ghct of grace, (Heb 4:2).

This Pcrson’s hope is turned toward Jcsus, and he is now able to hear and

understand the scriptures, and receive the word of (God with_jog and hope.

Psalm 19:72- The instructions of the LORD are perfect, reviving
the soul.

Step 3- Separation of the dead spirit from the soul

Once the soul believes in Jesus, and accepts the free ghct o?grace, the dead
sPirit must be removed, and the new spirit is setin Place and reconnected with

the soul, (Jn %:7, 1 _Jn 5:4).

Ezekiel 36:26—27- 6 And I will give you a new heart, and I will
put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn

heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. 7 And I will put

My Spirit in you ...

The soul has made the decision to follow Jesus and [is Promise of eternal
life thru the }‘Iolﬂ Spirit. T he soul renounces its slaverﬂ to sin, and commits
itself to Jesus. The old, dead spirit is cut off from the soul and replacecl with
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anew sPirit, filled with the fﬂob SPirit. This process Provicles freedom and
ignites the soul, giving it the abihtg, by faith, to choose (God.

Hebrews 4:12- For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is
sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting between soul and

spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost
thoughts and desires. (Ancl frees us from the bonclage of sin.)

[ebrews 412 compares thcjoints and the marrow to the soul and the sPirit. ]
want to emphasize this comparison for a moment. | his will Help explain the

role of the sprit and the role of the soul in the born~again believer.

The newly created sPirit, filled with the Ho|3 Spirit, is now the life force
clriving the soul. Put the soul is still the decision maker, and is the onlg means
of cxprcssion the sPirit has. Compare this to the analogg of the bone marrow
and the_joints. T he bone marrow is the life of the person. For scriPture says
“the life is in the blood”, Lev 17:11. | he bone marrow inside our bones
is where most of the blood in our body is made. | he bone marrow is a type of
the sPirit, the Ihce~giving force of the bo&g. The_joints are a type of the soul.
They enable the movement of the bones, for without thejoints, our body,
thouglﬁ it is filled with life, can not move. T his is how the soul expresses the
intents of the spirit. The spirit can be full of life, but without the soul making
the decisions to corresponc[ to the |iFe~giving force, the sPirit is inactive. | et
us strive to benefit our sPirit, letting the life force of the Word flow thru us,
cooPerating and being fellow-workers with (God.

The Word of (God breaks the chains binding us to sin, rc!casing the soul to
make the decision to choose Jesus. ]t cuts off and seParates the o!cl, dead

spirit from the sou|, and rcP|accs the old spirit with a new created sPirit in
Christ Jesus. T he soul is connected to the the~giving force of a newlg
created, Ho]y Spirit Fi”cc{, sinless sPirit, covered by the blood oFJcsus. Jtis
readg to express the intents of the sPirit, no |onger obligatecl to Pergorm to

the urges of the sinful nature.
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Step 4- Freedom of the Will

[ vangelical [Tree Willis the ability to choose (God freely because of the life-
giving Word of (God. Once the will has been set free, and has made the
decision to choose Jesus, it is under the control of the newly created spirit,
enslaved to Christ. [t has the ability to freely choose the things of (God
without being forced into the bondage of sin. |t is no longer obligated to do
what the sinful nature urges it to do. Don’t get me wrong, we can still decide
to enslave ourselves to sin, if we choose, but our newly created spirit is now
empowered by the [oly Spirit, and the grace of (God is now working in our
life to give us the ability to always choose [im.

Romans 6:22- But now having been freed from sin and enslaved

to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and

the outcome, eternal life.

John 8:32- And you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”

James 1:25- But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets
you free...

Romans 8:2- And because you belong to him, the power of the

life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads
to death.

T he soulis now freed from the bondagc of sin, but it is not remade sinless
like the sPirit Jtis comP|et613 free to choose the t!’ﬁngs of (God and grow in
sanctification, but because of the fallen world we live in, temptation and sinis
all around us, and our souls will still choose to sin. Some will even regress to
become a slave to sin again even though thcy are made free in Christ, ((Gal
5:1).
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Romans 7:14-25- 4 ... The trouble is with me, for I am all too
human, a slave to sin. I don’t really understand myself, for I
want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I
hate ... 7 I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me
that does it ... " I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t

want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 2 But if I do what
I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin
living in me that does it. # | have discovered this principle of
life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what
is wrong. 2 I love God’s law with all my heart. 2 But there is
another power within me that is at war with my mind. This

power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh,
what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life
that is dominated by sin and death? » Thank God! The answer
is in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hebrews 4:15-16- 5 This High Priest of ours understands our
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he
did not sin. ' So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to
help us when we need it most,

This does not in any way effect our newly created spirit. Our spirit is perfect
and sinless because of the blood of Jesus, (1 Peter 1:18-19). But because
the temptations of sin are all around us, we must cling to Jesus and strive to
live and abide in [Him. T he [Holy SPm’t works within us, during our lifetime
journey on this earth, to sanctify us from the things of this world. During this
process, we become one with [Him, leading to our final completed state of

sa[vation, the glori)cication of our bodies in [Him.
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Step 5- Born Again

Once we make the free decision to choose Jesus as our | ord and Savior, a
transformation occurs, we are now what Jesus calls “[Dormagain”. But what
does this term mean? Obviously, we are not born from our mother's womb
again, so whg does Jesus use this term, “}Dorn~again”? As with any question,
we must a!wags goto the 5criptur6 to find the truth. Thc best Placc to start
is Jesus’ discussion with Nicodemus, which leads to Probablg the most

famous verse in the Bible, John 3:16.| et us start at verse 3:

John 3:3- Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” T his is the first time we see the term “bormagain” in the scriPturcs.
Nicodemus answers, 4 “How can a man be born when he is old? He
cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born,

can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one

is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom

of God. [ere we have our first clue: to be born-again is to be born of water
and Spirit. When one is born-again, he is justified with (God and made
righteous. | he [Toly Spirit enters the newly created spirit of the man, and
he is made a new creation in _Jesus. ® “That which is born of the flesh

is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 “Do not

be amazed that I said to you, “You must be born again.” 8 “The
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do

not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Jesus explains,Just as we can
hear and feel the effects of the wind, we do not know the origin of the wind or
where it is going. Just the same, we do not know the mechanics behind
_justhcication, although | am trying my best, in this book | have written, to
cleciP!’xer the workings of our rigl—uteousness. T“]owever, the temPora! idea of

Phgsica! creation is astounc{ing, not to mention the toPic of sPirituaI creation.
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Our spiritual creation, the rePIacement of our old sPirit and the new creation
we become in _Jesus, is far more than we can comPrehencl in this age and with
this Ph}jsical mind. | hus, | would resPond, as Nicodemus, saying, 9 “How
can these things be?” Jcsus knew Nicoc{cmus was not reac{g to
comPrehend the answer,Just as Jesus said to the aisciples in the upper room,

John 16:12-13- ™2 “I have many more things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. 3 “But when He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you into all the truth; ... He will disclose to

you what is to come. T his is an amazing promise we hear from Jesus.
Those of us who have the [Toly Spirit in our hearts, can be guided into all
truth, and shown the deep things of (God. [Tere lies the purpose of this book.
Todiscover the deep things of (God e has revealed to us by [Tis Spirit.

T his is another clue to the meaning of being born-again: the [Holy Spirit will
2t 2 jat Y P

guidc us into all Truth. We have the r'ioly Spirit in our new sPirit rcvealing

the mysteries of the kingdom of (GGod to us. 1 Corinthians 2:9-12- But as

it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered
into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for

those who love Him.” “’(bu i GQ) has revealed them to

us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the

deep things of God. " For what man knows the things of a man

except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one
knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. > Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is

from God, that we might know the things that have been freely

given to us bV God. We understand from this verse being bom~again

gives us the benefit of receiving the fﬂob SPirit into our spirit. And tl’lrough
this unification, we start to gain imowledge of the free ghct of grace. Jcsus

couldr’t cxplain the mechanics o]cjusthcication to Nicodemus because

Nicodemus didn’t have the r”]olg Spirit to guide him into the T ruth. Put
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now, because we are bormagain, we have the Spirit inus. ] he onlg thing
Jesus could reveal at that time was the hope in the Messiah, and as we
discussed Prcvious!y, hoPC in our Savioris the fundamental l<69 to
J’usthcication. fﬂ]ope breaks the chains of bonc]age, and it begins the process
of being born~again. Jesus said to Nicodemus, 3 “No one has ascended

into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of
Man. 4 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  so that whoever believes
will in Him have eternal life. *® “For God so loved the world,

that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in

Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Tobe bom~again is to be born of the SPirit‘ The old, dead spfrit is cut off
and buried with (Christ’s death, and the new sPirit is raised up and made alive
in Christ’s resurrection. 2 Corinthians s5:17- Therefore, if anyone is

in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4- 3 For I delivered to you as of first

importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins

according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that

He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
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The life of the man is reborn through the ncwly created sPirit bg the life-

giving SPirit of (God enabled in the new man. Qur Phﬂsical beings were born

from our phgsical parents. The soul was in }Donc]age to sin and the spirit was
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dead in sin because of our Pi’igsicai father Adam, (Rom 5:12). Put now, we
are born~again with a new [Father, (God Almigl'itg. All those who believe in
Jesus are made to be [is children. Romans 8:14-16- 4 For all who are

being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you
have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but
you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry
out, “Abba! Father!” ' The Spirit Himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God. T he whole purpose to our
existence is to be children of God. T|’1i5 is the reason e created us. (God

wanted a Familﬂ‘ [He went to great Iengths, nameig the sacrifice of [is Son,

to give us reconciliation, and raise us up to be with [im. Romans 5:10—11- '©

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God

through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. " And not only this,
but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through

whom we have now received the reconciliation. [t is through this
reconciliation in Jcsus, we can be called children of God. Qur oici, dead
sPirit was burieci, and we were givena ncwly created sPirit by which we receive

the Promise of the acioption as sons, and declared bg (God as His child. Ti’ie

acioption as sons is the comPietion of our salvation. |t is the reclemption of

our bodies when we receive ourgioriicicci bodies and become united with i'iim

icorcvcr, (Rom 8:7_5).

1 John 3:1- See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we would be called children of God; and such we are.

John 1:12-13- 2 But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, even to those who believe

in His name, 3 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Galatians 3:26- For you are all sons of God through faith in

Christ Jesus.
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Alive in Christ

Tobe bormagain is to be born of the Spirit, and to be made alive in Christ.
T he old things, such as the dead sPirit, have Passcd away and are buried,
and we have been givcn anew spirit resulting in the resurrection of our new

life in Christ. We have been made alive in (Christ through the free gi?t of
grace, bg faith in Jesus.

Romans 8:10-11- © If Christ is in you, though the body is dead

because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. "
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give

life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Ephesians 2:5-6- 5 even when we were dead in our

transgressions, [ He] made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), ¢ and raised us up with Him, and

seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Romans 6:4-11- 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him

through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from

the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in

the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness

of His resurrection, ® knowing this, that our old self was

crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done
away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he
who has died is freed from sin. 8 Now if we have died with

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 2 knowing

that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die
again; death no longer is master over Him. ® For the death that
He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives,
He lives to God. " Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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Qur newly created spirit is the life-force to our soul and body. When our old
spirit was dead in sin and our soul was in bondage to sin, obligated to serve
the sinful nature, there was no life-giving force guiding us. \We were driven by
every worldly desire and fleshly emotion, unhappy and without purpose in this
life. Bout through Jesus, we have been made alive together with [im by grace
through faith. We are children of (God who now have life and purpose, living
to worship and please the [Tather.

Ephesians 2:12-13- 1> remember that you were at that time separate

from Christ, ... and strangers to the covenants of promise,

having no hope and without God in the world. 3 But now in
Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.

The Forgiveness of Sins

Now that we have been made children of (God and have been raised up with
[im, and made alive togcthcr in [im, what is the role of sin in the borx1~again
believers life? (ana Christian still sin, and if so, will this sin corrupt the new
sPirit as was in the case with Aclam. What Provisions has (God made to
protect this newlg created spirit from sin? Must we keep getting bom~again
every time we sin? Nonsense, (God has a very Particu!ar P!an [He established
before the foundation of the world to kccp us and Protcct us from sin. Our
_justhcication is sure and steadfast. We can neverlose or have ourjusti?ication
taken from an outside source. Romans 8:38-39- 38 For [ am convinced

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3 nor height, nor
depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

~ 7f‘~



However, | believe, although this is very hard to imagine anyone doing this;
one can give up and surrender his justification by denouncing Christ in his
heart and giving himself over to the darkness. T his is extremely rare, but man
still has free will, and if he reviles and rejects the one thing that can protect
himself from sin, namely Jesus, then this man has given himself over to his
reprobate mind, specifically the sinful nature, and will bejuclgecl accordingly.

Hebrews 6:4-6- 4 For in the case of those who have once been
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been
made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good

word of God and the powers of the age to come, ¢ and then have

fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance,

since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put
Him to open shame. ]Fﬂotl are Putting Jesus to open shame, dcnouncing

[im, rejecting [Him, you are not one of [is. | know this can be extremely
controversial, but this is a matter of the heart only (God canjuclge‘ We
caﬂnotjuc{ge these things. All | can do is continue trusting in (God and know
[His desire is for all come to [Tim and be saved. [e will make the right decision

in these matters and | put my full trust Him.

Now, back to my original statement, we can never lose or have our
_justhcication taken from an outside source. Not even the devil with all his
demons and demonic influence can take away mgjusti?ication in _Jesus. So
now | ask, how can ourjusthcication be so sure and steadfast that nothing can
scparate us from the love of God? What has (God done to make it imPossibIe
forthe Adam scenario to ever l’lappen again? The answer: as a!wags, is
Jesus. Jesus is the difference and Jesus is the reason our newlg created

sPirit will never fall under sin.

T his new covenant is not a covenant between (God and man, it is on|9

between the Fathcr and Jcsus. When CJod made a covenant with Abraham,

Paul tells us in (Galatians, he made the covenant of Promise to the Seed, that
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is Christ. Galatians 3:16- Now the promises were spoken to

Abraham and to his Seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as
referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your Seed,” that is,

Christ.

Galatians 3:19- 9 ... to Whom (Jesus) the promise had been
made. Thc covenant (God made with Abraham Promiscd the Mcssiah to be

born t!ﬂrough his |ineage. T he covenant of the Promise of eternal life was

guaranteed bg a covenant to the Seed, who is (Christ.

This covenant of the promise of eternal life in Jesus through the [Holy Spirit
is unbreakable. |t will endure for eternity because the [Father and the Son
are immutable. T his answers why the covenant will never be broken, but how
does that affect me and my newly created spirit? [low does this keep sin from

corrupting my pure and per‘Fect spirit? The answer: again, is Jesus, namelg
the blood oxc\)esus.

Jesus is our Passover, (1Cor 5:7, Jn 1:29). Christ died on the anniversary
of Passover, 14t of Nissan, 33 AD. Was this a coincidence? Not at all.

T his sacrifice, on this day, was planned before the foundation of the world.
Infact, Jesus wasmt crucified on the Passover celebrating the anniversary of
the festival. T he festival was celebrating the death of Jesus, they simply
didrt know it yet. God, who is outside of time, established the [assover in
the [ xodus on the anniversary of Jesus’ death. (God used the sacrificial

lamb of the Fassovcr at the time of the Exodus as a tch and foreshadow of
Jesus’ death who is our Fassover, the Lamb of C]ocl‘

Jesus became the final sacrifice for sin, sO wlﬁg did God chose the Passover
instead of Yom Kippur, which is the actual Jewisl’l festival of the sacrifice for
the atonement of sins? | here are two reasons (God organizcd the climax of

all the ages to take Placc on the Fassover and not Yom KiPPur:
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Reason 1:the Passoveris a non-_Jewish event. [t happened before the | aw
was in place. T he blood of the Passover lamb was available to all who would
accept it. [f Pharaoh would have put the blood on the lintel of his house, |
guarantee even he would have been saved from (God’s wrath. Romans 3:22-

even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to
all and on all who believe.

Reason 2: the Passover concept is the means by which (God keeps sin and
the effects of sin from permeating our new and perfect spirit. | he blood of
our Passover |_amb, Jesus, is covering our perfect spirit, hindering, and
protecting sin’s effect in any way. T he sin, in a sense, passes over our spirit
because of the covering of the blood of Jesus. Jesus paid the price for sin,
and accepted tl’xejust wrath of sin from the [Father. Pecause sin is paid for
by the blood of the | amb, there is no more debt to sin, which is death.
Anytime sin comes around trying to collect its payment from anyone covered
by the blood of Jesus, it holds up the receipt that says, “TetéAeotatr-
tetelestai: paid in full” The debt of sin has already been paid by my

Savior, | am free!

1 John 1:7°- ... the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Peter 1:18-19- '® knowing that you were not redeemed with
perishable things ... but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

Ephesians 1:7- In Him we have redemption through His blood,

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His

grace

Colossians 1:20- and through Him to reconcile all things to

Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross;

through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
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Since my old spirit, inflicted with sin, was buried and thrown away, and the
blood oxc\)esus covers my new sPirit, hinc‘ering the corrupt effects of sin; whg

do ] need Forgivcncss of sins?

The term Forgivcncss of sinsis a very common saying in the bible. |n the
Eng!ish Ianguage, we have come to associate the term Forgivcncss of sin with
the atonement of sin. Atonement of sin was Practicecl under the old covenant
because the blood of an animal could on|3 cover the sin of man instead of
complctcly removing sin in its entirety. T he blood oFJcsus is strong cnough
to complctclg abolish sin, not merely atone forit. Jcsus only had to offer [is
blood once in the rﬂolg of rﬂolies, not made with Iﬂancls, as the final sacrifice
for sin. [ e also administered the sacrifice r‘]imsehc, as our }‘Iigh Friest, after
Hc was resurrected. Thcrc are two Grcck words ICOFTCOFngCnCSS, fi(pEO'LV,
aphesin and XaploGuevog, charisamenos. Neither word describes the

conccpt of atonement or to cover up-

Aphesin means to leave, to cancel, release, unfasten. |n this definition, our sin

is cancelled, released, unfastened, litera”g cut off and buried with Christ.

charisamenos- to give, grant, grace. This word is very interesting,. |t means to
give or grant. Jts root word is charis, which is the (Greek word Forgrace‘ Our
sins are abolished, completely removed, bg grace, as a free ghct of God.

Colossians 1:13-14- 3 For He rescued us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,

4 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness (épeow, aphesin)

of sins.

Colossians 2:13- When you were dead in your transgressions and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together

with Him, having forgiven (Xaptodpuevog, charisamenos) us all our

transgressions,
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We, in trutl’l, do not have an atonement for sins. Our sins are not covered up,
but comP!etelg abolished, crucified, and buried with (Christ, administered bg
Jcsus through the grace of Goc{ bg faith.

The Inheritance of the Children of God

The process ogjusthcication is who”y conditional on the work of Christ and
not on any merit of ourselves. And, as | stated above, it is not even our
resPonsibilitg to fulfill the requirements and maintain the covenant of the
Promise. Jtis exclusivelg between the [Tather and Jesus‘ So how is it we can
Partal«i in this covenant of Promise if we dorn’t have a coopcrativc role in it?
Answcr: itis bg the grace of Goc[ and r’iis love for us that allows us to
Partake of this amazing promise. We on13 need to accept [His invitation to
become a part of His {:amilg. Bg this simple act, a transformation takes Place,
as we have discussed abovc, and we become children of (God, and heirs to
the Promise with Jesus. Put even though we are heirs, the covenant is still
between the [Tather and Jesus‘ Our l’leirship is afree giFt, administered to us
bg our }‘Iigl’l Friest Jesus.

Galatians 3:29- And if you belong to Christ (if you have accepted
[His invitation to be a part of His Family), then you are Abraham’s

descendants, heirs according to promise.

Romans 8:15-17- ... but you have received a spirit of adoption as
sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 1® The Spirit Himself
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 7 and if

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with

Him.
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Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant, the Propitiation for our sins.
Again, this does not mean an atonement for our sins, but the avenue bg which

sins are abolished, and the administration of grace given to all who believe.

Hebrews 9:15- For this reason He is the mediator of a new

covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the

first covenant, those who have been called may receive the

promise of the eternal inheritance.

1 John 2:2- and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and

not fOI‘ ours only, but also fOI' those Of the WhOle world.

Jesus is our [Tigh Priest, chosen to administer the inheritance to those that
believe in [Him. T his is a responsibility (God established before the
foundation of the world. e set the example with the high priests of the old
covenant, foreshadowing Jesus as our [Tigh Priest, and the administration of
His inheritance. T he inheritance is eternal life with the [Father. The promise
spol«in to Abraham and to his Seed was the promise of eternal life in Christ
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus had faith in this promise, knowing when the
covenant was established, [ e could then administer the effects of the
promise to all those that believe in [Him. T hus, fulfilling the gospel which was
preached to Abraham saying, “in Him, all the nations will be
blessed”, (Gal 3:8). Jesus, like Abraham, was fully persuaded, “that

what the Father had promised, He was also able to perform”,
(Rom 4:21). Jesus went to the cross with faith, trusting the [Tather to

rescue [Him from the pit of hell, and bless [Him with the inheritance, the
promise of eternal life in Christ by the power of the [Holy Spirit. T his was
the Word prophesied by David in which Jesus held onto by faith as [e was
entering hell. Psalm 16:8-11- ® [ have set the LORD continually

before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

9 Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh
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also will dwell securely. ™ For You will not abandon my soul to

Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. "
You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is

fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
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Romans 8:11- But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the

dead... Acts 2:24- “But God raised Him up again, putting an end

to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held

in its power. Acts 13:30-35- 3° “But God raised Him from the
dead; ... 3 that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in
that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm,
“YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.’ 34 “As for
the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return
to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I WILL GIVE YOU THE
HOLY and SURE blessings OF DAVID.’ 3 “Therefore He also says
in another Psalm, ‘YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO
UNDERGO DECAY.’

Jesus acquired [His inheritance of the new covenant when [He presented [His
blood to the [Father, (b 9:11-12, 24). Jesus’ blood was a Per‘Fect
sacrifice, satisfying and fulfilling the |_aw in its entirety. T he [Tather accepted
[His sacrifice, exalted [Him, and gave Jesus the Name which is above all
names, (Phil 2:9-11). Jesus is our [igh Priest, and through HHis grace and

Iove, [He administers [is inheritance to all who believe.

Ezekiel 46:16- ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “If the prince gives a
gift out of his inheritance to any of his sons, it shall belong to his

sons; it is their possession by inheritance.

Ezekiel 44:28- “And it shall be with regard to an inheritance for
them, that I am their inheritance; ... I am their possession.
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Hebrews 9:15- ... He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that,

.. those who have been called may receive the promise of the

eternal inheritance.

In Conclusion

Sinno Ionger dominates us if we are born~again. QOur new sPirit is comP|Ctely
pure, sPotIcss and without sin, covered bg the blood oFJcsus, never to be

tainted with sin again.

We have a new master, Jesus, contro”ing our life, but we must 5ic[c{ to [Jis
commands and strive every c139 to separate ourselves from sin and the things
of this world. T his is the process of sanctification. Everg Christian has a
free- will choice to continue in _Jesus orlive under the bondagc of sin. [f a
(Christian decides to abide in _Jesus and allow the Word of (God to abide in
him, we have a Promise from Jesus saying, “If anyone loves Me, he will

keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come
to him and make Our abode with him, (John 14:23).
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The key to this process oxcjusthcication is the Word of (God. |t can !ﬂappen
for anyone who hears, un&erstancls, and 0}3635 the Worcl, even when the
Word isn’t actua”9 written. [ or us American Christians, bibles are very
common and can be casily obtained, but for others in OPPrcssivc
governments, in different countries, owning a bible can be a rare and

clangerous thing T his however, will not stop the Word from being spreacl.
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T he bible is not the Word’s PrinciFJe form. T he Word of (God is Jesus, _]n

1:1, 14- “In the beginning was the Word. Revelation 22:13- “I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end.”

The message of the Word of (God will not be hindered. T herefore,

somebody without a bible could get a vision of Jesus, or somehow have the
Word administered to them apart from the physical, penned Word. T hey
would have the same experience of justification as someone else who had the
written Word administered.

T his is how the Old T estament believers were credited righteousness
before the written gospel. As in the case of Abraham, Paul tells us in his
letter to the Galatians 3:8- The Scripture, foreseeing that God

would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE
BLESSED IN YOU.” T he Word of (God was administered to Abraham,

even without the written Word, and because he believed the Word, it was

credited to him as righteousness. We could say the same thing about Adam
and [~ ve, Noah, Job, Jcthro, the Priest of Midian (Abraham’s fatherin Iaw),
Melchizec‘ek, and many others who received and believed the Word of (God

before the gospel was written in Phgsica| form.

But now that we have the Word in its written form, Peter tells us we have a
more sure word of Prophecy. [ ven more than when (God [Himself spokc
down from hcavcn, (ZFctcr i :]9). Onc imPortant thing to remember with
angthing apart from the written \Word, as in a vision or message, ifitis tru|3
from (God, it will alwaﬂs confirm and a|ign with the written Word. T here will
never be any contradictions. John gives us this written warning in the book of

Revelation 22:18-19- 18 I testify to everyone who hears the words
of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will
add to him the plagues which are written in this book;  and if
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
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God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the
holy city, which are written in this book. Faul also tells us in the

book of Galatians 1:8- But even if we, or an angel from heaven,

should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have
preached to you, he is to be accursed!

T he written Word, and the study of [Tis Word, is vital to sPiritual growth.
We see in the first three centuries how Christianity blossomed as a result of
the gospel being preached, written and read. T he New T estament was
written within the first century by the [Holy Spirit through the apostles and
appointc& men of (God. [Tor the next 400 years following, there were great
men, lead of the Spirit who wrote their commentaries on the scriptures. Not
adding to the gospel, but giving us insight and clarification to the gospel of
Christ. T hese were the men of the next generations like Fo!gcarp, |gnatius,
[reneaus, Chrysostom, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Augustine, Justin
Martyr, T ertullian, " usebius and many others. T hese men helped shape
Christianity, along with the countless men and women who gave their lives for
the gospel. T hen, as time went on, and the Word spread throughout the
world, men started to do what men do. T hey used the gospel for selfish
advantage, power, and control. T hey started using the influence of
Christianity to gain power and ambition apart from the will of (God. T he
language of the Bible, namely Greek, [Hebrew and | atin, began to be a
privileged language. Only learned people could know the T ruth of the Word.
As men progressed in gaining carnal power through the domination of the
Word, they used this power to deceive the people. ronouncing only the
council of the Catholic church qualified to hear from (God. T he chosen men
of the papacy were the only ones able and authorized to council people
according the Word. T'he Catholic church claimed only the leaders of the
papacy were the exclusive group chosen by (God to administer and read the

Scriptures‘ Og course, this is utter non-sense, but the carnal ways of man
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are selfish and foolish. T his depravation of (God’s Word put the whole world
into what is known as the Dark Ages. [For hundreds of years, mankind did
not progress in temporal or spiritual matters. \Without the Word of (God
there is no life, there is no drive for the things of (God. [Tinally, in the
beginning of the sixteenth century, a time came when (God had people who
would take a stand for [His Word. People of the Reformation who reformed
Christianity back toward the T ruth and the [ ight of [Tis Word. Men of
God like Martin |_uther, Fhillip Melanchthon, Jacques | cfevre, William
Farel, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, William T yndale, John [Foxe and many
others who took a stand for the \Word of (God, and made it available to
everyone, especially the common people. T ranslating the Bible into the
common languages of the times: (German, [Trench and [~ nglish. T hese men
brought the | ight of Jesus to the world, and many of them gave their lives to
do so. T hey reformed the thinking of men by protesting the ways of the
Catholic church, and bringing everyone into the fellowship and freedom of
Jesus Christ by [is Word. T hus, deeming the term < T he Protestant

Reformation”.

T he sixteenth century brought men out of the Dark Ages, and the
progression of temporal and spiritual matters started to develop.
Technology advanced, America, known as the new world, was discovered
only eight years before the sixteenth century, the most famous dynasty in
[Cngland happened in the 15007s, namely [Henry VIl and Queen [ lizabeth,
and many other break throughs in history commenced in this century. | am
convinced this advancement; the dawn of this new age, did not come into
being because of man’s ingenuity. Man had already proved for over 1,000
years he couldn’t make things better. T he age of enlightenment came as a
result of the insight and knowledge of the Word shown forth to mankind.
Rescuing people, not only out of the dark ages, but also out of the kingdom
of darkness, into [His marvelous light, the kingdom of (God’s dear Son.
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60(1 loves us more than we canima

gine. [ e is doing, and has done
cvcrything [He can to save us from the bonc[age of sin and death bg bringing
us into [is family as children of (God. All we must do, is accept [is gift of
grace that [TJe has so freely bestowed on us. T his happens by believing in
His Son Jesus, who gave [is life for us, that we might have eternal life with

[im.

| et us read Romans 8 with this new urxc[crstanding we have now learned

about the bonc{agc of the soul and the freedom in Christ.

Romans 8- ' So now there is no condemnation for those who
belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the
power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of

sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us
because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what
the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the
bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end

to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our

sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would
be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature
but instead follow the Spirit. 5 Those who are dominated by the
sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are

controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the
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Spirit. ¢ So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to
death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and

peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never
did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who
are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please
God. 2 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are
controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in

you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of
Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) *® And Christ
lives within you, so even though your body will die because of
sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right

with God. " The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead,
lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead,

he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living

within you. > Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no

obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. [as in

times Past when you were still under the bonc[age of sin) B For if you live

by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the

Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will
live. * For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of

God. 5 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful

slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you
as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” ® For his

Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.

7 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact,
together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are
to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. ® Yet what
we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to
us later....» Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?...
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours
through Christ, who loved us. 3 And I am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us from God’s love ....
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Conclusion

5

S+ D

(\ ms====) his writing has been an attempt to explain and discuss the
2 P P

Do
é?v) ((@(\(‘ Func{amcntal PI’II’\CIPICS OFJUStI‘FlcatIOﬂ. ]I’\ domg 50, mg goal was

jl|to get the reader to think about these Princip|es that so many

(’\.
‘?;%”9..

&
e

Prec{cstination, etc. Mg main objcctive was to prove to the reac{crjust how

oxC us take Forgrantecl; toPics like goocl works, faith, grace,

corrupt mankind is without (God, and how very much we need Jcsus. Without
[Him we are nothing, destined for an etemitg of torment, but with rﬂim, we are
set free from sin and death and made alive in [Him. With [im we have eternal

Joy and cvcr[asting peace that we cannot find anywhcre else apart from Him.
|n Flim we are made Pchcct and complctc, reconciled togcthcr with the

]:at!ner, destined for everlasting haPPiness in [im.
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Faith scriptures to meditate on
- ., <> 2o

9C

Romans 12:3- For through the grace given to me I say to everyone
among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to
think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has
allotted to each the measure of (the ability to believe in Jesus
and accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and

understanding the Scripture).

Luke 17:5- The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our (ability to
believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a result of

hearing and understanding the Scripture)!”

Matthew 8:10- Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said
to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not
found such great (ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free
gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the

Scripture) with anyone in Israel.

Mark 1:22-24- * And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have (the
ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a
result of hearing and understanding the Scripture) in God. »
“Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken
up and cast into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but
believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted
him. *# “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be
granted you.

Mark 2:5- And Jesus seeing their (ability to believe in Jesus and

accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and
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understanding the Scripture) said to the paralytic, “Son, your

sins are forgiven.”

Acts 3:16- “And on the basis of (the ability to believe in Jesus and
accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and
understanding the Scripture) in His name, it is the name of
Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and
know; and the (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free
gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) which comes through Him has given him this perfect
health in the presence of you all.

Acts 6:5- The statement found approval with the whole
congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of (the ability
to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a result of
hearing and understanding the Scripture) and of the Holy
Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and

Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.

Romans 1:17- For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL
LIVE BY (THE ABILITY TO BELIEVE IN JESUS AND ACCEPT THE
FREE GIFT OF GRACE AS A RESULT OF HEARING AND
UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURE).”

Romans 3:28- For we maintain that a man is justified by (the
ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a
result of hearing and understanding the Scripture) apart from
works of the Law.

Galatians 3:8- The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the
free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture), preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,
“ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”
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Romans 10:8-10-  But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR
YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART” —that is, the word
of (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace
as a result of hearing and understanding the Scripture) which
we are preaching, ¢ that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved; * for with the heart a person believes,
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,

resulting in salvation.

2 Timothy 3:15- and that from childhood you have known the
sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads
to salvation through (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept
the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) which is in Christ Jesus.

1 John 5:4-5- * For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our (ability
to believe in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a result of
hearing and understanding the Scripture). s Who is the one who

overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son

of God?

Hebrews 1:1- Now (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the
free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of

things not seen.

Hebrews 1:3- By (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept the
free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) we understand that the worlds were prepared by the
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things

which are visible.

Hebrews 1m1:6- And without (the ability to believe in Jesus and
accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and
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understanding the Scripture) it is impossible to please Him, for
he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a

rewarder of those who seek Him.

Hebrews 11:8-10- ¢ By (the ability to believe in Jesus and accept
the free gift of grace as a result of hearing and understanding the
Scripture) Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to
a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went
out, not knowing where he was going. ¢ By (the ability to believe
in Jesus and accept the free gift of grace as a result of hearing
and understanding the Scripture) he lived as an alien in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; * for he was looking for

the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is

God.
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